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GEORGE COLMAN, Efqj 



X O Yivp hcneath the golden ftar of love. 
With happier fancy, pafHons more refin'd ; 
Each foft'ning charm of tendernefs to prove» 
And all the |^C|• jj^yi^i^^njp ff t^/? Wi'^^'"* 

From gifts Ukfi d)$&, fa^ yvhat th^ boalled ^a^a 
Of thofe ^,ho f;cguifitdy fe^l pr know ? 

—The ikill from plealure to extrad its pain. 
And open all the avenues of woe. 

Yet ihall we, Colman, at tha£e gUb repine? 

Implore cpid apftdiy to &tisi lA# h^rtf 
Would ^51 4^ax ^nXlb^y /K§gp i 
. And with thofe powers of genius woald you part } 

Ari no ! my friend: nor deem the verfe dirine. 
That wcaknds wrote in Petrarch's gentle ftrain! 

When once^he owji'd at love's uQC;LVOttrtng ihrine 
^ AthgaCmd p^iueswerA09tj£ArUx.QAepain/* 
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Thb dreams of fancy foothe the penfive heart; 

For fancy ftill can new delights difpenfe : 
The powers of genias purer joys impart , 

For genius brightens all the fprings of ienfe. 

O CHARM of every mufe-ennobled mind. 
Far, far above the groveling crowd to rife !— ? 

Leave the low train of trifling cares behind, 
AfTert its birtk-right and aiFedt the ikies ! 

O RIGHT divine the pride of power to fcorn ; 

On fortune's little vanity look down ! 
With nobler gifts, to fairer honours born. 

Than fear or folly fancies in a crown ! 

> % 

I 
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As far each boon that nature's hand beftows 
Th e worthlefs glarfe of fortune's train exceeds. 

As yon fair orb, whofe beam eternal glows, 
Oucfhioes the tranfient meteor that it feeds. 

Tonature, Colman, let thy incenfe rife, . 

For much-indebted, much haft thou to pay; 
For tafte rcfin'd, for wit corrcftly wife. 

And keen c^ifcernment's foul-pervading ray. 



To 
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To catch the manners from the various face. 
To paint the nice divcrfities of mind. 

The living lines of charafter lo trace. 

She gave thee poWers, and ihe the tafk afiign'd. 

Seize, feize the pen ! the facred hour departs ! 

Nor, led by kindnefs, longer lend thine ear. 
The tender tale of two ingenuous hearts 

Would rob thee of a moment and a tear. 



]. Langhorni, 



LOKDON, 

Nov. 10, 176.^, 



ADVERTISE ME N T. 

< 

J\ S this volume may, poflftly, faH iiit^ 
the hands of fome who are unacquainted 
with the ftory of Theodofius and Conftantia^ 
it is thought neceffary to print it hcr« as re- 
lated by the Spedator, No. 164. 

♦*'Cdnstantia was a woman of extraor-- 
dinary wit and beauty, but very unhappy im 
a father, who having arrived at great riches^ 
1>y his own induftry, took delight in nothing, 
-but his wioney. 

TREODosit)^ was the younger ibn^of a de- 

icayedfiimily; of great partsand learning, iov- 

-proved by a 'genteel and virtuous education. 

When he was in t^ie twentieth year of his 

age he became acquainted with Conffantia, 

*%hohftdiiotd)enpaired her fifteenth. Ashe 

lived: 
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lived but a few miles diftant fromlier father'3 
houfe, he had frequent opportunities of fee- 
ing her; and by the advantages of a good 
perfon,and a pleafing con vcrfation, made fuch 
an impreflion on her heart as- it was impoflible 
for time to efface; He was himfelf .no lefs 
fmittcn with Con (lantia. A long acquain- 
TANCE made them ftill difcover new beauties 
in each other, and by degrees raifed in them 
that mutual pafHon which had an influence 
on their following lives* 

It unfortunately happened that, in tht 
midft of this intcrccurfe of love and fiiend- 
fliip bctweenTheodofius andConftantia,there 
broke out an irreparable quarrel between their 
parents, the one valuing himfelf too much 
upon Ills birth, and the other upon his pof- 
feifions. The father of Conftantia was (o in- 
cenfed at the father of Theodofius, that he 
contraScd an unrcafonable averfion towards 

his 
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hisfbn, in fomuch that he forbad him his boufe 
and charged his daughter upon her duty never 
to fee him more. In the mean time, to break 
ofFall communication between the two lovers, 
who he knew entertained fecret hopes of fome 
favourable opportunity that fhould bring th^kn 
together, he found out a young gentleman 
of % good fortune and an agreeable perfon, 
whom he pitched upon as a hulband for his 
daughter. He foon concerted the affair fo well, 
that he told Conftantia it was his defign to 
niarry her to fuch a gentleman, and that her 
wedding fliould be celebrated on fuch a day* 
Conftantia, who was overawed by the autho- 
rity of her father, and unable to objed any 
thing to fo advantageous a match^receivedthe 
propofal with a profound filence, which her 
father commended in her as the moft decent 
manner of a virgin's giving her content to an 
overture of that kind. The noifeof this in- 
tended marriage foon reached Theodofius, 
Vol. L h who. 
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who, after a long tumult of paffions which 
naturally rife in a lover's heart on fuch an 
occafioii^ writ the fbUbwing letter to Con- 
llantia : 



< Th£ thought of my Gonilantla, which 
for fomte yeari has been my only iiscpplnelrs, 
is now become a gl«at^ vorment ro fti^th&n 
I am able to bear. Muft I then live to fee 
yok knoclier's i The ftrefams^ the £dd» a^d 
meadows, Where we have foofteifi talki^d 
together, jgrow painftil to me ; life itfcflf is 
becomse a burthen. May you long behappy 
in the work},but fbi^t&^t thekt wiistvtfr 
(Ucfa amaA'init as 

Theodosius.* 



IThis letter was conveyed to Conftantia 
that very even ng:, who fainted at the reading 
of It , and the next morning {he was much 
more alarmed by two or three meiTengers that 

came 
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came toiler father's houfc one after anothcr9 
to enquire If they had heard any thing oF 
Theodofius, who, it fecms, had left his ch*jn- 
YtcT about midnight, and could no wbcrcf Jbe 
ifound.The deep melancholy whiph had Juupg 

upon his mind fometime before, jnadcdwm. 
apprehend the word that could ,b|efad Jiini, 
Conftantia, who knew that nothii^ butifhe 
report of her marriage couM bavejdrWciilbim 
to fuch extremities, was nottobecoiriiy^ftied: 
She now accufed herfelf .of.hs^viqg foftamelijr 
given an ear to the prgpc^fal of /a )hu(band, 
.and looked i|pon the new lov^rr .^s cthe irwr* 
derer 4>f Theodofius : Jn^/hort, ;ihe<re^<^ved 
to fufFer the utmoftpflSKilsof hcrfethef^saif- 
pleafure, rather thancon)ply with amafritige 
which appeared to her {f> £uU .of guilt and 
horror. The father feeing himicifjentirdly 
rid of Theodofius, andl&ely tofkoepiaicon* 
flderable portion in his-iamily, -was-not 'very 
much concerned ac the obiftnate refufal of 

b 2 his 
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his daughter, and did not find it very difficult 
to excufe himfelf upon that account to his 
intended fon-in-law, who had all along re* 
garded this alliance rather as a match of con- 
venience than of love« Conftantia had now 
no relief but in her devotions and exercifes 
of religion, to which her afflidions had fo 
-entirely fubjeded her mind, that after fome 
; years had abated the violence of her forrows, 
and fettled her thoughts in a kind of tran- 
.quility, (he refolved to pafs the remainder of 
her days in a convent. Her father was not 
difpleafed witharefolution which would fave 
money -in his family, and readily complied 
with his daughter's intentions. Accordingly, 
in the twenty -fifth year of her age, while her 
beauty was yet in all its height and bloom, 
he carried her to her neighbouring city, in or- 
der to look out a fifterhood of nuns among 
whom to place his daughter. There was in 
this place a father of a convent, who was 

very 



[ »" J 

very much renowned for his piety andexem- ' 
plary life; and as it is ufual in the Romifli 
church fo thofe who are under .any great af- 
fli£lion) or trouble of mind, to apply them- 
fclves to the moft eminent ConfefTors for par- 
don and confolation, our beautiful votary 
took the opportunity of confeffing herfelf to 
this celebrated Father. 

We muft now return to Theodofius, who, 
the very morning that the abovementioned 
enquiries had been made after him, arrived at a 
religious houfe in thecity where now Conftan- 
tia redded ; and defiring thai fecreCy and con- 
cealment of theFathers of the convent, which 
is very ufual upon any extraordinary occaflon, 
he made himfelf one of the order, with a pri- . 
vate vow never to enquire after Conftantia ; 
whom he looked upon as given away to his 
rival, upon the day on which, according to 
common fame, their marriage was to have 

b 3 been 
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been (blemnized, Hivlag in his youth, made 
a good progrefs In learning, that he might de* 

dicate himfelf more entirely to rel igion, he En- 
tered into hdy orders, and in a few years be- 
came renowned for his fan<Slity in life, and 
thofe pious fentiments which he infpired into 
all who converied with him. It was this holy 
man to whom Conftantia had determined to 
apply herfelf in confeffion^ though neither (he 

r 

nor any other, befides the Prior of the con- 
vent, knew any thing of his name or family^ 
The gay, the amiable Thcodofius, had now 
taken upon him the name of Father Francis, 
and was fo far concealed in a long beard^ a 
fhaven head, and a religious habit, that it was 

imppffible to difcover the man of the world 
in the venerable conventual. 

As he was one morning fhut up in his con- 
feffional,Conibntia kneeling by him, opened 
the ftate of her foul to him ; and after having 

given 
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given kim the ^ihory> of aUfe fullofihno- 
cence, fhe burftoutin tears, and entered upon. 
• t|at part of her ftory, in which he himfelf 
had fo great a (hare. My behaviour, fays ihe, 
has, I fear, been thie death of a man who 
had no other fault but that of lovins me too 
much. Heaven only knows how deax he was 
to me while he livqd, and how bitter the re- 
niembrance of h'>m has been to me. fince his 
death. She here pa u fed, and lifted up her 
eyes that ftreamed with tears toward the Fa- 
ther J who was fo moved with the fenk of her 
Ibrrows^that he could only command hisvoice, 
which was broke with fighs and fobbines, (o 
far as to bid her ptocecd. Slie followed his 
dire&ions, and in a flood of tears poured out 
her heart before him. The Father could.not 
forbear weeping aloud, infomuch t^at in the 
agonies of his griof the feat {hook undcfr him* 
Conftantia, who thought the good man was 
thus moved by his compaifion towards her, 

b 4 and 
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and by the horror of her guilt, proceeded with 
the utmoft contrition to acquaint him with 
that vow of virginity in which (he was going 
to engage herfelf, as the proper attoiiement 
fpr her fins, atid the only facrifice (he could , 
make to the memory of Theodofius. The 
Father, who, by this time, had pretty well 
compofed himfelf, burft out again in tears up- 
on hearing that name to which he had been 
fo long difufed, and upon receiving this in- 
ftanceofan unparalleled fidelity from one 
V who, he thought, had fevcral years fince given 
herfelf up to the poffeifion of another. Amidft 
the interruptions of his forrows, feeing his 
penitent overwhelmed with grief, he wasonly 
able to bid her, from time to time, be com- 
ftrted — to tell her that her fins were forgiven 
her — that her guilt was hot fo great as fee 
apprehended — that feefeould not fuffer her- 
felf to be afl9ii£lcd above meafure. After 
which he. recovered himfdf enough to give 

her 
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lier the abfolution in form : directing her at 
tke fame time to repair to him again the next 
day, that he might encourage her in the pious 
refolution fhe had talcen, and give her fuitable 
exhortations for her behaviour in it. Conftan- 
tia retired, and the next mornmg renewed her 
applications. Theodofius having manned his 
foul with proper thoughts and reflections, ex- 
erted himfelf on this occafion in the beft man* 
.ner he could, to animate his penitent in the 
courfeof life fhe was entering upon, and wear 
out of her mind thofe groundlefs fears and 
apprehenfions which had taken pofleifion of 
it; concluding, with a promife to her, that 
he would, from, time to time, continue his ad- 
monitions when (he fhould have taken upon 
her the holy veil. The rules of our refpe&ive 
orders, fays he, will not permit that I fliould 
fee you, but you may aflure yourfelf not only 
of having a place in my prayers, but of n^ 
aiving fucb frequent injiru^ions as lean cmoej 

t9 
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tif you fy l^Urs, Go o» cheariully in the gIo*> 
rious ca^itre you have undertaken, and yoti. 
V(M quickly find i'uchs^ peace and facis£i£^ioa 
in ycMiF mind, which it is ac^'m the^ power, 
of the wOrirf to give. 

Const AKTiA*s heart #^s fo elevated witfe 
the difeourfe of Fathei* Francis, that the very 
next day lKecnt;er6<f upbn her vo\^. As fooii* 
as the fokfinniries of her reception were over 
fhe retired, as it is uftial with the Ahbefs,. 
ij>to her own apartment, 

T»fi Abbcfe had been; informed the night 
before of all that had paflj»d- betsveen her po* 
viciate and Father Francis, from whom (he 
now delivered to her the following letter v 

< A5 the firft fruits of thofe joys ^ndep^fo- 

< lation» which you may expe£l from the iif<? 

< you are now cngagedln^ I muft acquaint 

* you 
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^ yovL tharTheodofifiSy whore dea(h fit^ fo 
^ h wry upon ypifr thpHghts, is ftill alive; 

* and that the Father to whont you have con- 

* fefied yourfelf, was once that Theodofius 

* whom you (o much lament-'^hc love whick 

* we have had for one another, will naake U9 

* more happy in its difappointipent, than it 
^ could have done in its fuccefs. Providence 

* hasdifpofed of us for our advantage^ though- 

* not according to our wiflies. Confideryour 

* Theodofius ftill as dead, but afli^re your* 

* felf of one who will not ceafe to pray for 

' you in Father 

* Francis/ 

CoNSTANTiA faw that the band-writing 
agreed with the contents of the letter : And 
upon refle^ing on the voice, the perfon, the 
behavioor, and above all the extreme forrow 
of the Father during her confeffion, Ihe dif- 
covered Theodofius in every particular. After 

having 
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having wept with tears of joy, It is enough^ 
fays ihe, Theodofius is ftill in being : I fliall 
live with comfort and die in peace. 

The Utters which the Father fent her after'- 
wards are yet extant in the nunnery where Jhe re- 
fidid 5 and are often read to the young religiQUs to 
infpire them with good refolutions and fentiments 
of virtue* It fo happened that after Con-ftan- 
tia had lived about ten years in the cloyiler, a 
violent fever broke out in the place^ which 
fwept away great multitudes, and among 
others Theodofius, , Upon his death-bed, he 
fent his benedidlion ip a very moving manner 
to Conftantia \ who at that time was herfelf fo 
far gone in the fame fatal diflemper, that fhe - 
lay delirious. In the interval which gene- 
rally precedes death ia ficknefies of this na* 
ture, the Abbefs finding that the phyficians 
had given her over, told her that Theodofius 
was juft gone before her, and that he had 

fent 
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fent her his benediSion in his lafl moments. 
Conflantia received it with pleafuri! : And 
now^ fays %e, if I do net afk any thing im- 
proper, let me be buried by Theodofius. My 
vow reaches no farther than the grave. What 
I afk is, I hope, no violation ef it.-r-She 
died (bon after, and was interred according 
to her requeft. 

Their tombs are ftill to be feen, with a 
fhort Latin infcriptlon on them to the follow- 
ing purpofe : 

Here lie the |;>odiesof Father Francis and 
Sifter Conftance, They were lovely in their lives, 
mtd in their deaths they were not iUvided, 
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THEODOSlUS and CONSTANTIA, 



L E T T E R I. 

CONSTANTIA tO ThEODOSIUS. 



I 



XS it poiliUe that Theodqsius can approve 
the philofophy oiBernier? What would be- 
come of Chrjftianity, were we to adopt the 
following Creed ? — U ahjlimnce des plaifirt 
me paroit un grand pecbe, A fin to abftain 
from pleafures !— what can he mean ? Is not 
this perfe£llythe reverfe of all mor^l and re« 
ligious precepts? Are not abftinence, and 
mortification, and felf^denial echoed in our 
ears from the firfi dawn of reafon I Are not 
V.QL. I. B we 
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vfe taught to guard againft the prevalence 
of pleafures in general and to look upon 
them as enemies under the made of friend- 
ship ? Confider them in a religious light, and 
.they confeiTedly alienate the heart from its 
duty. The lovers of pkafure cannot be lovers 
of God. — The ajfeillons cannot hefet on things 
abcve^ while they tend to earthly objeils. — 
Confider their moral tendency, and they will 
be found to vitiate and de*;pafe the foul. 
Selfifbnefs, and anegle£tof the focial duties^ 
are infeparable from the purfuit of pleafures. 
- -Thefe are jealous Gods, and derfiand from 
their vofaries all the afie£tions of the heart, 
all the attentions of the mind. They enflave 
the better faculties, and make the fenfes the 
tyrants of the xinderftanding. 



SuRSLY the mind is too noble a province 
Sw fuch rulers^ and to me the maxim of 

BerniiT 
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Bimkr appeam to be no lefs incMfiftent 
widi found philoibphy, than with (rue reli«^ 
gion. I fancy you will find fome difficulty 
to fupport him in the opinion of 

Const AMTiA. 



Bs 
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TH£0D0SIUS to CONSTANTIA. 



E 



VER amiable, and eyer ingenious; 
pious in her enquiries, and modeft in 
her conclufions ; — how delightful to ac- 
company CoN5TANTiA in thc rcFcarches 
of truth and fcience !-— Clear in her con- 
ceptions,and acute inherexpreiSon, through 
the medium of her language, we difcover 
more clearly, even thofe ientiments that are 
not unknown to us.— It aiJifls the under- 
ftanding in the fame manner as the tele- 
fcope aids the eye, and brings n^ar the 
diftant object. 

Thus it is, Madam, that while you cali 
upon me to the d€cifK>n of moral or reli- 
gious 
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fiioRSJ^iqnidcs, ag4 place ine;iiij^tjieji^^atan 
rial chair : after havthg i^vefted me with the 
commiffioci of a judge, like a (kilful advo* 
^ate^youin fome mcafure qualj^me/or 
$bat o^ce, by lajring l>€foi:e me the ^holc 
merits of the <:au|e. 

When 1 praifed the philofophy of Bernier 
I h^ not indeed forgot that (ingular maxim 
-of which you have taken notice ; but I was 
by no means aware that you would feizeupon 
this eminence, and from thence difcharge 
your artillery both on the philofopher, and 
Jbis encomiaft. 



Well — fair friend! fince Venus Is armed 
for the engagement^ and has already ms^de her 
attacks, fhe miift*expe£t to meQt^wi](h a 

DlOM£D£.---3utTjl£0])OSIUS,)3[|prl)fU)Sl3¥iIl 

«iot be fatisfied with Ais CPiVlH^P^ iu^^ , ^X^ 

B 3 th^ 
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the goddefs of Wuty, CoKttAKTiA flioiili 
retreat, wounded mify in tiit band. 

Yjb$9 my amiable moralift^ I do^appiove 
the philofophjr of Bimier-, nay, I adopt his 
creed too, and cordially declare with him, 
i* ahjiinence its flmfirt niepartiit un grand * 
pedje. What is fin ? Is it not to a£t coiitrary 
to the will of the Supreme Being ?— Beyond 
all doubt; where that will is known* Is it 
not evident that the benevolent Creator of 
the Univerfe intended, and flill intends only 
the happinefs of his creatures ?— .-This muft 
be allowed from the confent and the appear^ 
ance of his works in gencraL»-'*And is not 
fkafure happinefs? It muft be fo, or the term 
is vain. If then the Supreme Being intended 
frincipaUy the happinefs of bis creatures, and 
\fpleafurg be happinefs ; To abstain fhom 

rtBASURE,.IS TO FRUSTRATE THE INTBN- 

« 

f loivd Of Protwen CE«-^*to zSX contrary tp ^ 

his 



( 



« 
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Ills Wilt ; which is, confefledlf, the \'^y eA- 
fence of fin— JL'^^/W^^ des plajirs tjl vn 
GRAND pUhL It is a capital fin to abftaia 
from pleafure, fince it muft have been the 
primary view of the divine beneficence to 
communicate pleafure to human nature. 

To what other end was this pomp, this, 
magnificence of beauty fcattered over the 
vifible univerfe ? Is not this the language of 
nature, through all her fmiling works ? 
Children be happy— -broughtinto cxiftence 
by the command of that glorious Being 
who is Love i(/J^,your inheritance is plea- 
** fure, and it isyouronly duty to cultivate it 
" well/* Are they not, therefore, children 
cf difobedience, who, thus invited into the 
vineyard, ftand idle in the market-place,? 
and vainly fay, that nd man hath employii 
thim? •'•.■■■ •':,' ^ 

B 4 Hath 
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Hath Gckl created a Paradife, and Will 
not man look around him to enjoy it ; but, 
like his'firft parent, as defer ibed by theEng- 
lilh poet, ftill peniively contemplate him&lf 
in the murmuring fountain ? Shall he for ever 
feek his image In the waters ot adverfity ; and 
ihall the fair fcenes of life be deformed 
through fuch a mirror ? 

• 

Surely to abftain from pleafure is a ne- 
gative kind of guilt ; ^mce that very abfti- 
nence is a reproach to the eternal and invari- 
able Benevolence ! , 

From whom do we derive every natural 
Defire ? By whofe wifdom were the fine 
organs of fenfation formed ? To whofe 
bounty do we owe the objeds of gratifica- 
' tion 7 And to whofe benevolence are we in- 
debted for the capacity «f enjoyment ? Pro- 
ceed 
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ceed B^t thefe powers and faculties from the 

great fource of all things ? Was not eaqh 

adapted to its peculiar fundion ? And is not 

the oei^left.o.f thefe capacities a fault? Is not* 

the mortification of them a crime ? 

By what means came Pieasure into 
the world ? Was it introduced by fome ma« 
lignant fpirit ? Did fome Daemon contrive it 
for the deftrudlion of mankind ? That could 
not be; for no inferior being could 'have 
power to pervert the faculties and capacities 
of human nature. In fuch a cafe, the Sq- 
pxieme Creator muft have been an iinperfe<fl 
being.-^He muft have wanted the will to fe- 
cure the bappinefs of his creatures, or, if he 
had the will, he muft liave been without the 
power to execute or eftablifli it. Either of 
thefe fuppofitions, it would be folljf to admit, 
f leafure, therefore, can-mly.owe it^ origin 

to 
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to God, and hi vtry name proves It to be of 
divine extradioil* 



« 

And ihall we refufe acquaintance with a!t 
objeft of heavenly defccnt ? Shall ^ we un- 
gratefully bid the giver refume his gifts, or 
reproach him with a fuppofition, that h& 
would afFefl us with propenflttes we ought 
not to indulge? 

, Ybs, Bemier^ you are in the right. The 
renunciation of pleafure mud be a fin — not 
only adually, but efFedually a fin. The 
mind that refufes admittance to fuch a gueft, 
-nlttft acquire a gloomy and unfocial habit; be 
fit only for the regions of monaftic^lulnefs, 

» 

where lazy fandtity offers a prepoftrous de- 
votion to that Being, who intended that v^e 
Should rejoice in and partake of a general 
and focial bappineft. 
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Wh£K the bias of nature is oppo&d ;'vAen 
her fovereign dilates are brokeo, man be« 
comes incapable of rendering any acceptable 
fcrvice either to his God, to fociety, or to 
himfelf ! To his God he is ungrateful, nay» 
he ihfuks him with a devotion more becom- 
ing the worihippers ofMohchy while he fup« 
pbfes him capable of delighting in cruelty, 

of ai9i£ting his creatures, by giving them 
pafSons which it (hould be a merit to mor- 
tify, and of tantalizing them, by requiring 
a rigid abflinence from every inviting enjoy- 
ment that nature fuggefted, — To the inte- 
refts and aiFe£lions of fociety he becomes cold 
and indifferent, when, what ibould princi* 
pally engage him to them, the focial defires 
of nature groan beneath the yoke of u^de<- 
lighted abftinence* — Upon the fame princi- 
ples, he is an enemy to himfelf, to that being 
which was given him for his eojoyipent, and 
which at laft he dall render back to the giver, 

witlj 



^Ich ^< I knew that thou weit an hard maf- 
*<ter, therefore, the talent that thou gaveft 
^^ me I have made no ufe of: Behold^ here 
•• it is again." 

O Pleasure f Thou firft, beft gift of 
eternal beneficence ! Faireft and moft beloved 
daughter of heaven, all hail ! and welcome to 
fojourn on earth! A ftranger thou art to every 
malignant and unfocial pafiion, fooned to ex-- 
pand^ to exhilarate, to humanize the heart ! 

But whither has my fubjeA tranfported 
me ? Have I loft fight of Const aktia? that 

cannot be i for pleafure is my f ibje6l« 

Yet, poffibly> my amiable friend is, by 
this time, more than half difpleafed. Where, 
fays fhe, will this end ? Has Theodosius 
confpired with Bfrnitr to revive the fchool 
^f Epicurus f 

By 
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nortneans^ Madahi! The pleafure we 
pv^chts not the o£Fspring of chance, hvit 
the child of God. 

Thb Epicurean io&xint of pleafure isielf- 
ifh.; this that we would recommend is pious* 
..*From cohfiderattons refpeding the uncer- 
taintyof this^life, and the improbability of 
another, the Athenian philofopher, if we 
may believe his biographer, LaeriiuSy taught 
his followers topurfiie inceifantly all that Was 
called enjoyment.— 'From reflexions that 
are honourable to the eternal Provi- 
DEt^cE; that conclude him to be the liberal 
giver of all that deferves the name of enjoy- 
ment, of the 6bje£b that gratify, and the 
faculties that enjoy — in obedience to his be*- 
xievblcnt intentiohSi would we^fummoA the 
world to the piirfutt of plejiftrre, and cdn« 
YJhce it that the fun doth ^ot dune in vaiii« . 

Now 



Nor will this dofirine, as my fair fiiClnd 
apprehends, be at all inconfiflent with the 
f pure precepts of that religion we profe£i. 

Fob, after all, w^at is pleafure? Is it to 
be found at the table of riotous feftivity; -or, 
in the venal arms of erratic love ? Impoffible ! 
for thefe are the haunts of raadnefs, of meaOi- 
nefs, difguft and folly. 

Human PleasuHe is of a delicate tern- 
per. She ditclaims all connexions with in- 
decency andexcefe— She declines the ibciety 
of untender Defire^ and o( Riot roaring in 
thejdlity of his heart* A fenfe of the dignity 
of human nature always accompanies 'her, 
and (he cannot admit of any thing that de- 
grades it. Tendirnffsj good Faitbj Ahdifiy^ 
and Delicacy zxt her handmaids ; Tempcrame 
andG^af^i«^areherbofomfriends«--i-She is 
AO Itranger to the endearments of lore s but 

flie 



J 
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flic always confults her handmaids in the' 
choice of the objeft : She never refufes her 
prefence at the focial board, where htrfriendi 
are always placed on her right-hand, and on 
her left. During the time, ihe generally ad- 
drcfTes herfelf to Chearfulnefsy till Temperance 
demands her attention* 

Let us now, Constantia, enquire 
whether this amiable being merits the charge 
that you have brought againil her. 

Will Ihc alienate the heart from its 
duty ? — But how ? has it not already appear* 
cd, that flic herfelf was fcnt from God, the 
beft gift of infinite benevolence ?— It is only. 
in the abufe, in the perverfion of the gift, 
that the heart- can be alienated from its duty. 

The lovers of pleafure may, undoubtedly, 
ibeJoversofGod*— Tobepleaf^ with the 

gift, 
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gift, and not to Idve the giver, wotild \^ uiw 
natural and ungrateful. -^Hence the charge, 
of the infpired writer. That fome were lavirs 
ef pkafur^ more than Utters $/ GW.— ^ 
What was this more or lefs than the cbaige 
of ingratitude ? 

The affeSlhns^ you fay, cannot be fet on 
things aboviy while they tend to earthly pb- 
jefts. Literally, they cannot j — but the beft 
devotion, that fuch an imperfc£l creature as 
man is capable of paying, is derived from his 
moral feelings, perceptions and enjoyments. 

When he finds himfelf happy in thefe, he 

is naturally led to adore that being who gave 
them ; to lookup with gratitude to him, and 
fo far to fet his affeSiions on things above ^ as he 
has reafon to hope for a happier allotment in 
an improved ftate of exiftence»— -Thus far, 
even a regard to things on earth, may affift 
his piety, and encourage his hope, 

^ Ouit 
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Our ideas of helivenly objefis arc cx- 
^mely abftrafled from fetife^ and jtt it h 
difficult, through zt^ycfthtr medium, to cxttxii 
theaffei^ions to them.-^It has been ohferved, 
with philoibphical truths by one of the facred 
writers. That if a man hvi not his brother 
whom he hath fern, h$w Jhould he lovi G^d 
tvbom hi hath not y2/>f?— I will borrow bi$ 
mode of reafoning, and will add. If a man 
love not thofe gifts of God which he hath 
feen^ how fbould he fet his aifedlion on thofe 
which he hath not feen ? — if he hath not 
been nleafed with thofe enjoyments which 
the divine bounty hath allotted hina, as pecu-i 
liarly adapted to this 'flate of Bein^.; what 
moral profpetEl can he have of bein|; better 
iatisfied in any future ftafee i 

. But you quarrel with the m#np/tciiden€)^ 
oi pleajkre, and load it with the heavy charge 

of vitiating and debafing the iBin4 s adding^ 
Vol, I. C that 



that felfiflinefs, and a negle£): of the focial 
duties^ are infeparable from the purfult of 
it.— Has not my friend made a mtfnonur here^ 
in giving the name of Pleafun to Viaf 
Change the tetms only, and the charge it 
juft» It is impoffible that innocent pleafure^ 
ihould vitiate^ or that ^^/?c^7// enjoyments 
ihould debafe the mind. — It is impoffible that 
thofe focial delights which /often the heart, 
ihould make xifelfijhy or exclude from its 
feelings a regard for the bappinefs of others. 

If we look into the minds and manners of 
tnen, we (hall find that not the very abfte* 
miousy the mortified, or the fandimoniouSy 
are moft diftinguiflied for focial virtues.— « 
The reafon, I think, is obvious— when in- 
nocent appetites and delires are reftrained, 
the focial aiFeflions languifii under the fame 
0ppreffion.— 'It is fcarcely poffible, that an/ 
man who admits of no enjoyments in himfelf, 

fliould 
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flioalJ be indulgerittothofc of others.^— We 
behold innumerable inftances of this, both iit 
thofe who cannot and in thofe who will nol 
enjoy, 

Th€ encouragement of pleafure^therefore, 

chirifhes the foeial virtues ^ and he who is 

of a happy difpofition himfelf, will be the 

firft to promote the happinefs of his neigh* 

hour. 

Yet, will not pleafures enflavethe better 
faculties, and make the fenfcs the tyrants of 
the foul ? No doubt — if the enjoyments of 
I the mind are excluded ; but the foul has its 

j peculiar pleafures which may and ought to 

I taSte their turn ; and if. the intelleAual ap- 

petites are gratified, as well as the fenfual and 
the foeial > the province of the mind will 
i neither be uncultivated, nor be fubjeft to the 

[ 4ifurpation of invaders. . 

j C 2 Pardo!^ 
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Varbor tne, Confbnda ! when I writer 

^ ft 

to yoii, I knowttot lAttk to I»ve done !-^ 
leren now I hj down the pen with rduor 
a nc e n even now, with a figh, I fubfcribe 
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Const ANTiA to Theodosius; 

X H £ R £ is tiotfaiflg more true, than 
that credulity is tke foible of women. I 
4iave a violent inclination to believe every 
word you have faid; as well your gallantry 
as your philofophy. — ^Nay, lean baldly be- 
wail the ruin of ftiy jpoof arguments, though 
I have the vanity to think, that the breaches 
you have made in them, might eafily be re- 
,paired.— ^However, you, certainly, had the 
happieft addrdfs to introduce your doftrine 
by the hand of Hattery. The underftanding 
of a woman, is by nothing fo eafily van- 



quiflied,asby the artillery of praife.—- If ic 
be to your purpofe to weaken it, give it the 
compliment of ftrcngth. If you woulcl blind 

C3 it. 
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It, call it brighter than the day. — The praifc 
of a philo(opher is realty a tnofl: dangerous 
thing, and it is not in female fortitude to rcfilt 
it.— 'Accompanied with the ideas of truth 
and gravity, it makes its way to the heart 
without oppofition ; and the fenfe and dignity 
of the fpeaker confpire with our natural 
love of it, to give it the fan£tion of lincerity. 

Should I preclude all future compliments- 
from the letters of Thebdofius, and (ay no 
more than what is ufually faid upon fuch 
occafiofls, viz* That I could not deferve 
them. However true it might be, it would 
not fave me from the charge of afFeflation— 
an imputation, which,, of all others,, would 
be moft dreadful to me I Frank-hearted 
let me be efteemed, and though deftitute' 
of every other excellence, I iball not be the 
meaneft of my fex. 

But 
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But you fee, 'my friend, I have given yo« 
ferious/and I hope, fatisfafix>ry reafons, why 
you ifaould (but up the fountains of. adula* 
tion ; unlcfs you think that they will give 
fertility to a barren foil.— Affurc yourfcJf, I 
ibaU conclude this to be your opinion, if you 
pay any more compliments either to my per« 
fon, or my undeiftanding« 

ft. 

I FIND no inclination to controvert any of 
the principles contained in your laft.— They 
are all amiable at leaft, if they are not folid ; 
and, poffibly, it may be nothing more than 
the 'prejudice of a narrow education, that 
would with«hold any part of the credit, due 
to them. 

Ah, my friend ; for furely, you are my 
friend, if any confidence may be repofed ia 
human appearances ; pity the ignorance of a 
haplefs girl, I had almoft faid an orphan, 

C 4 unaflUted,^ 
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uQiiSfliecl, and utiiaftruded ! — Believe me, 
Theodofiui, to your converfation I am in* 
debted for almoft all tke valuable fentiments 
I have.~Yo«ji firft taught me to think at 
large. — ^You told oie that liberty of opinion 
was a3 mtich a naturaj inheritance as perfonal 
liberty— 'tba( human nature had long groaned 
under the tyranny of cuflom ; and that the 
worft fpecies of captivity, was the imprifon- 
ment of the niixhd* > 

£vSR to be reffieipbered is that diflino;uifli- 
^ed letTon, which , upon our firil acquaint- 
ance, yott gav^ me ia the Grove of Poplars. 
You politely p«eC99ded, that it M^as written 
by fome other perfon for the inftrudUon of. 
another woman ; — but I foon difcovered in 
itttkc fpiritaod manner of Tl)eadoftus, and 
' found it h well adapted to my own cicoum- 
ftances, that I could no- longer doubt either 
fior vftiomy (XT hy wixom It was written. . 

Not- 



Notwithstanding tWs difcovery, I 
siuft beg you will favour me with a copy of 
it^ for that which you gave me has been 
xleftroyed, I believe, by the zeal and indufiry 
4if Father M-~^. Adieu? 

» 

C0N6TANTM. 
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LETTER IV. 

ThEODOSIUS to CONSTANTIA. 



r 

B 



V fuppofmg mc to be the author, of 
the following Letter, you have laid me 
under fome difagreeable circumftances ; 
but what would you conclude, fbould I, 
on that account, refufe ypu a copy of it ? 
Might you not juftly charge me with that 
afieAation -which you fo greatly defpife? — 
You (hall have it, be the confequence what it 
will-r-CoNSTAKTiA Commands, and 7 he- 
ODOSius muftobey. 

Thoughts on the improvement of the A&id and 

Manners^ addrejjed to a young lady ^Bologna : 

By a Member of the Academy DeliaCrufca, 

" Madam, 
^^ Th£ iirft ftep that a ypung lady can 
'take towards improvement^ is to be con- 
vinced 
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vinced that ihe wants it. — The mind i$ 
iituated in fuch an obfcure fecefs, and is fo 
little the objed of the fcnfes, that it is 4 
difficult matter to take a View of it at all : 
tiuch more to beheM »t in its true light, 
Heoce^ vpe are apt to believe it fufficiently 
fumifiied, when defolate and empty ; and 
to think it properly cultivated, though it 
produces little more than the rude growth of 
nature. 

Better, however, is even that growth, 
than fome artificial produdb. Better is the 
harveft of wild Simplicity, than the rank and 
thriving crops that have been cultivated by 
the induftry of Folly ! 

• 

. Of all the oSenfive weeds that are apt to 
fpring up in a young mind, and to opprefs its 
better fruits, AffeHation is the moil deflruc- 
tivt— "Where it takes ropt, the lore of Truth 
J . and 
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and Nature pcrifc unavoidably, and Artifiocf 
:and Infincerity ufurp their place. Qualities 
like thefe are fo infinitely odious, fo perfedly 
oppofite to all that is amiable or deferving of 
confidence, that, if a woman had an averfioti 
' to being beloved, ibe could not find a mote 
efFe£lual antidote. 

Never, Madam, Jiave I knowii an afFeAed 
woman poflefied of any amiable, or any vir- 
tuous quality! 

ThS Cofcatrul is not unknown to you. 
Behold in hcr^ then, a moft inftruflivc 
lefture on the management of the mind ! For' 
the Coccatrui^ with the befl: natural under- 
ilanding, not uncultivated by books, is at 
^ains to render herfelf the moft odious Wo- 
man in the world. AffcSidUcn has the abfoltttr 
<lominion both of her perfon amd mind.<-^ 
Jlcr words^ her motions^ 4ier aftf^ns, ttesr 

G(>imons^ 
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6p]ijbti$> are al) uoder the influence <JiAffu^ 
tatsm\ all receive Us ugly and difguftful 
famp.— Obfcorely bom herfeif, the Cocca-* 
tne?% paifian is Diftindtion. — ^Without any 
accomplifliments of perfon, fhe a&Ss the 
foftnefsjthe negligence, the languiihments of 
beauty.*— Thcfe and innumerable more ab^ 
furdtties arifij^g from the fame principle of 
J^eSiatioHy render her the contempt of your 
fex, and the jeft of ours. — ^Yet were ridicu- 
lous manners the only eifFeil: of this principle, 
the Coccatrici might be laughed atand pitted ^ 
but the fame infincerity, the fame deviation 
from truth and nature which produces thefe, 
has ot];ier confequences that render her deteft* 
able-— fte is fcurrilo^s and treacherous : nor 
IS this to be wondered at, A mind which af * 
fedkatioa has alienated from every natural 
principle of fimplicity lofes, at the fametime^ 
the focial virtues, and becomes indifferent to 
the iAterefts and the reputation of others; 

o» 
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^ <5'F «o finple ingredients is this charaflciP 
compofed* — ^Forbidding Pride, rid iculousVa-= 
nity, infidio^s Infincerjty, virulent Malig- 
nity, make a part of the compofition of the 

Cmatr'm* 

Characters are always the*beft com- 
mcnts upon precepts* — In the Coccatrtcty Ma- 
dam, you 'behold by what odious qualities a 
pcriifhed underftatiding pay he dcbafed. 

For Ae improvement of the manners, 
therefore, fomething more muft be neceflary 
than the mere acquifition of knowledge ; and 
this fomething I t^ke to be the cultivation of 
benevolence and fincerity. An infinite num-' 
bcr of virtues will (pring from thefe valuable 
roots. — The love of liumankind will make 
you a friend to every fellow-creatWe ; and, 
together with the approbation of your own 
lieart, general efieem and adotilration will be^ 

your 



r 3' 1 

'your reward.— The Jove of truth will five 
you from affe£lation, and from all its dis- 
agreeable conrequences«->Sacrifice at the 
(brine of Nature, and borrow from her 
your manners and fentiments, not from 
the fantaftic humours of Fafhion. From 
her, likewife, borrow your knowledge, and 
not from the labours of the fchools.^-Sbe 
will give you no narrow or illiberal ideas of 
her great Author. — Be fuch writers, there* 
ibre your ftudy, as have made her theirs ; 
fuch as have (hewn the wifJom, the aeccno« 
my, the prudence, the benevolent purpofes 
of her works. The contemplation of fuch* 
objefis gives the mind a large and liberal 
turn ; lays a foundation for the mod rational 
piety, and reconciles us to the allotments of 
life, when we behold the fuperintendence of 
a wife and benevolent power, ever every de- 
partment of the univcrfe. 

Next 



^ Next to natural philofophjr, the hiftory «i# 
humankind will merit your attention. — Va- 
rious are the advantages to be derived from 
this courfe of reading. — A celebrated writer 
of antiquity has obferved, that he who \% 
ignorant of what happened before his own 
times, is ftili a child.*— Before I had made s 
competent acquaintahce with hiftory, I never 
could read this pafTage without pain and 
fliame.— 1 imagined that the eyes of the great 
Orator were upon me, and that I appearec^ 
childifh before him. I Urn now extremely 
well convinced, that what he obferved^ was 
comparatively j uft. 

r 

Ignorance is the charafteriftic of child- 
hood, and the mind that is uninformed, ^t 
whatever period of life,^ is ftill in a puerile 
ftate. 

From the knowledge of paft events and 
their caufes \ from attending to the oeconomy 

of 
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of providence rn the external and internal 
gpvernment of the worlds by tracing the 
progrefs of fcience, and the gradual im- 
provement of the mind, we learn to form juft 
conceptions of human aflions and opinion^^ 
to make the beft tife of reafon in forefeeing 
the confequences of principles yet unprac- 
tifed ; to enlarge and liberalize our religious 
fentiments, while we contemplate the Supreme 
Being in the capacity of an univerfal parent ; 
and to fee what moral perfection the human 
mind is capable of^ when man, in' his favage, 
and in his civilized ftate, is diftin£Uy prefent- 
ed to our view. 

These, Madam^ are enquiries worthy of a 
rational creature — ^worthy of that acute and 
penetrating genius which the liberal hand of 
Nature has given you J 

Make an adequate ufe of her generous 

and valuable gifts.— Defpife the fnecr of 

Vot. I. D fuper- 
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afriKit wiUR>iic Ropcfforocmg^ unireir otTviiranp 
of atV AffccM^fifttFiMM; quiiRii^ fdi^ 

To wkat adeiplcable ftate would your iex- 
^ degraded; l^y tfhofe i^OfiopoUztifi d^dig^ 
nity and Ehowledg^, i^Ho Tt^outd deUil^ ybwt 
from feodi f^ — ^WHat f were reafon,- antf reliec- 
tioA, and memory^ and every odier faculty^ 
that is adapted to Ifterary improvementSygiveii: 
to you as they are ghrea to us^ by a different 

anchor^ 
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teAflOV <» ^ iiSkwut parpQfo N^Meait 
firibt^ MMftfex, dnt.wcmldcftaUilk the 

of the mind ! Groundlefs and iUcbarsl fear in 
man, that he fhould lofe his dignity in the 
eyes of a woitian, who w^ not ijofeuor to 
him in fenfe ! ](s It the property of cultivated 
minds to fee Is), an humble I^^ the ac^om-i 
pliihments of others i Is ic not from fuck 
minds only, that they can mfet the rdpeA 
due to their merit ?v->He wfaais rfta^i of tth9f* 
lying a wonun, that is not ab(0],utely igno« 
rant^ gives ^ fair propf, zz k^^ tl^t 6^^ if 
not 1^1% qtwn <^(^ 

Tl^KRB ai» pfoviiiees, in whidi bur hx 
'W]^ pr<>pefly acquire and maintain a fuperi* 
prity ef kttovrkdge, and in which it wouM 
n^ 1^ wbrth your whiie to earceH, — ^There 
are, likewife,. certain dq^artmeiits in which 
you ffaould claim> unrivalled, the compliment 
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of excellence; but the cultivation of the mind 
ihould be equally the care of both, fince na- 
ture has given to both, minds equally capable 
of cultivation. 



To an acquaintance with natural and civil 
hiftory, you will do well to join tfie lighter 
and more amuftve entertainments of the 
Belks Lettres.-^Tht ftudy of the former will . 
enrich, that of the latter will embellifh the 
mind.—-From works oftafteand harmony, 
we derive a kind of mechanical virtue^ and 
learn to admire what is truly beautiful and 
harmonious in moral life.*--The genius of 
poetry has a foftening and humanizing in- 
fluence on the mind ; and its pathetie powers 
increafe'that charming fenfibi I ity, that en- 
thufiaftic tendernefs and delicacy of affe£^ion, 
which renders your lovely fex fojuftlythe 
delight and admiration of curs* 

I MEANT 
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; I MEAN not, howevei^ that by this kind of 
reading you (hould foften your mind, fo much 
as form your tafte, by admiring and attending 
to what is perfectly beautiful, in one of the 
fineft arts of imitation. 



This art is fo naturally adapted to culci* 
vate that harmony^ which the Academies of 
old efteemed the elTence of moral virtue, that 
I was always at a lofs to know why Plato 
would have poets baniihed his commonwealth 
till convinced. It was becaufe they hurt the 
interefts of religion, and injured the dignity 
of the Gods, by bringing them Into the 
joyous purfuits of poetry. 



. After all. Madam, whatever proficiency 
you may have it in your power to make in 
literary accomplifhments, fofgetnot that the 
qualities of the heart ate infinitely preferabU 

D 3 t® 
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tDtboiedftlfeiibu}. fikould^iOubeittaUe, 
for want ^f afiAanec^ 0r )fii{^«Ftiiakjv ^ 
f urniih your nuod mth the ts:c9L6ue$ of mti^ 
quity ; to acquarnt .yourielf iwdUi the pbilo^ 
fophy of nature ; or to cmbellUh your italic 
by the more poliftied labours of Genius; 
remember that you ftill have it in your pow- 
er tomake ^ytninfeif tamiiibie -by •% fmeotxnii of 
di^o&ibn, i>y An t^petee&'of'lMutt^Mid 6m^ 
pUcity .of mi^Aers.'' 



tnician~you will ndw, I ho|fe, not be ^<- 
ivilling to take up'the fofter Chtrader of the 
Friend, Ah ! name, replete with tendernefs ! 
Comprehcnfive of every kind, «Vcry' faithful 
fisnthneiit ! ** *S arely you are tny friend," did 
you fay^— Yes, ^anftantia, bdicvt it^ cv6r- 

iroft 



C 39. 3 

your bappinefsycveiy a<£iiveiqipt^fe^ feiye 
and oblige you ; if llie higheft efteeni) and the 

Theqx>osii;« is the friend'of Cotf&TANTi A. 
ments ; too liberal even in yonr ideas of gra- 

^ml? The little virtues J jl^^^c, jf^^yj 
rhavc, I boirow from Constantia, and by 
continually cqpt^mplatipg her perfections, I 
.acquire, as it were, a habit of imitating 
^thenu 

'C AT? I make a better ufe of ihefe uncheer-* 
'ful hours,^ that I am doomed to pafs at a 
liiftancc from the friend of my heart /-«-D^z«i 
€is retrmtesfolitaireSy I find no other confola- 

D 4 tioA 
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tion than what writing to» or thinking of 
her affords me. 



Why thofe ncedlefs prohibi tions of praife ? 
Why Olould CoNSTANTiA forbid her friend 
to compliment either her perfbn, or her un-* 
derftanding ? — ^the former has no need of^ 
and the latter is above all compliment ! 

What luxury in the indulgence of this 
growing tendernefs ! ab precious luxury !-— ^ 
perhaps^ forbidden ! 

Adieu! Adieu f 

* 

THfiOD06IUS« 
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LETTER V. 



CoNSTANTIA to ThEODOSIUS. 



E 



VER generous, and obliging^ but, 

poffibly, too tender I Yet Ihall I blan^e 

my friend for his tendernefs ?— Surely, no 
i— but why ** forbidden ?" — what does that 
mean ?■■ Shall the intercourfe of friend- 
ibip be forbidden ? — I cannot think of that 
—I cannot, muft not loie the friendihip of 
Theodosius. 

You have my mofl grateful thanks for the 
Academician's letter, which I will endeavo^r 
to fecure from the inquiiition of Father 
M— — • The good man has a ftrange averjion 
to every thing that tends to open the under- 
fianding.^-Yet why would he keep us^ in 
the dark i Can it be of any advantage to 

him i 
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liiin ? hi tny opinion, the Academician, or, 
-with your jeavj^, TH^oppsiys, has Incon- 
•teftibly proved the female right to learning. 

This, bcpnd aM donbt, provoked the, 
ivorthy father's zeal, who ufed to ief, 
That 4dl knowledge was io^ofted in the 
ichmtrh.— ^WoiildtoiiesMren^^riwt^ oiwrdh 
would be liberal foronce, and dHpcntc a little 
of that knowledge to an ignoraiU girl, who 
woiild be no Ids thankful for that than for 
its jrayers. 

Will you, tny friend, forgive me, when I 
tell you, that I have frequently wifhed yoit 
iiadiieen'in'ht^iy odfcrs, and appointed my 

xoi^f^or mOsad ef "FaAer M 'i ^^Ommv 

-«ny<dlf you -wteutd -iiave ^indulged -me-wWi 
HvroHcs of lemiimg ^and smagniation, and 
-wouWitotHijwre confined' my f oorlibrary to 
^aijims nd "Ntnrc 'Ptru iloneu 
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too clofdy ? SiipfHife ^(h^ ihoidii aw wil 
^n afibrd us a little refpite t — Suppofe they 
Ihp^iimBSfypur reading and our ftudies ; 
ihould we not return to the attentions of re^ 
ligion with greater alacrity i 

All thefe churchmen, howerer, are not 
equally contraSed in theiropinions, — ^I have 
lately 'ftolen the reading of a very delightful 
book, which, I hav'e been informed, was 
written for the entertainment and inftrud:ion 
of the Duke of Burgundy, by the prefent 
Archbiihop of Camfaray, his preceptor.*— 
I have, moreover, been told that the publi- 
cation of this book was efFeded by the 
treachery of a domeftic, and that it brought 
frefli inconveniencies on the prelate already 
in diigrace ! 



;^ 
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iHwhat amiferable condition is human 
•reafon, when liberal fentiments will bring a 
man into difgrace ! Adieu. 

CONSTAKTIA* 



r 45 ] 



LETTER VI. 



THEODOSIVS to CoNSTANTIA. 



I 



Rejoice that you are become acquainted 
with the new publication of M. Fenelofif 
the moft amiable philofopher that ever Europe 
produced ! His affluence of imagination ; his 
glowing and impailioned fentiments; the at- 
tic fweetnefs and delicacy of his ftyle— but, 
above all, that delightful enthufiafm, which, 
worfliipping at the (hrine of iimple arid beau- 
tiful Nature, makes every reader a convert to 
her principles ; — all Jthefe qualities give td 
Fenelon ;the palm of pbilofophy among the 
moderns. 

I mourn, with my generous Cokst antia* 
I mournhisdifgraces for it is the difgracc of 

my 
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my country. It is not for Fenelm we need 
repine. — Reciodtilfd t> 9T^ evfht by the 
addmcijjinmt of philofophy, is he not more 
happy iJith« cwiMiefi cf CA]MMi«r>than 
he could be, if, carefled amongft the num* 
bfcf •# hrmn tM y kfe yet braidifd«ti» iin« 
wholefime air o( a c6urt 7 Ztalmain ^ 4if* 
cbarge of his paAtml duties^ t kii»A %m 
huxtiaaklikdr from priiicifde^ btify }n th^ojter- 
clfe of benelkence ts> sifi 'ordel»^^ and aH 
focktiea of nie»--^Wlio is fo baMV^ ^ ^ 



Litefbme fair flat tkat fli^ot^ lii^ frtiiifig my 
Bri^ter idoAg tlie dim w6idd*s opcoing^ vVay, 
SoFbitslok^ by ftrduriAg cotirti AdMk^rf, 
More feebly (hone than F£N£Lon rethiV. 

Tmirk not, CoNst AH ri A, that I am par- 
tW W M^UItifttiotis Aaii, becaiift 1 hive the 

. bojdour 
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IioAonr and ft^ nepiHefff ctf ]llil> ixxtvAicLVjfm 
th^ bnce pstflM M#ttil «#, #f(t ^MrniMr 

turcfof&iikr. 

Mr. De Fentj^low. 

My regsrd for 700, Theodoiius, makes f6e 
vi^ your fbp(>iAe& ; and if my tongef ac-* 
quaihCarice With }ifb may imicle tat tb gird 
you any advice oir that fobje£t, I will stot ^ 

fparilfg of if. 

^tr, yoa will do me the greateft ferOur* 
I have hitherto teftft fl ftfiitger to mifery ; 
and if you would inftrud); me how tapreferve 
thehappinefs I enjoy, you need only tell me, 
how I may deferve the condnuance of 
your friendibipi. 

Mr« 
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Mr. D^ FjSNELON. • 
On that you may at all times rely. But our 
&iqndihlps, like every thing elfe that we en«. 
joy, are {Ubje£): to the influences of chance 
and time. I will give you the beft proof I 
can of mine, therefore, while I have it in 
my power.—— 

The life of man has many cares belong- 
ing- to it ; but the firft and greateft care is 
that of the immortal Soul. — We cannot be 
too attentive to the interefts of a Being that 
fhall endure for ever, and to place any other 
in the fcale againft thefe, would be abfolute 

my. 

Theodosius. 
My Lord! . . 

Mr. De'FENELON; 

«— But you cannot wa^t convi6lions of this 

kind. 
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kind.-— Yet there is one particular care re* 
fpeding the foul which may not have occur* 
td to you.—— ^ 

Theodosius. 
I BEG to he informed of it. 

Mr.Dc Fenelon* 

Have not you obferved the progreffive 
improvement of the mental faculties, from 
the firft dawn of reafon, to the decline of 
life? 

Theodosius, 

* 

That improvement muft be obvious t^ 
' every eye ; — but fome of thofe faculties feem 
to decline with life itfclf — the imagination ' 
frequently languiflics under the weight of 
years— the powers of reafon and- reflection 
are, many times, almoft wholly loft $ and the 
znempry is entirely effaced.— ^So far the per* 

Vol. I. E fedtion 
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of the fieoirftenis td 4apsnd on ilie 
ftifoBt§i0tBci the haiy^ 

Mr. De FzitELOV. 

% 

As the body is merely the habitation of the 
foul, it's tenant can no longer occupy thofe 
apartments that are ruinous^ or decayed by 
timeor accidents.— Hence feme of the mental 
faculties- if em to be annihilated, when they 
^e onl]f fvxfpemd^d \ thus oftentimes we may 
yainly iplkic the n^mory for an cJbfjed t6^ 
day, with which it will voluntarily prefenft 
us to-morrow. An intelllgertt nature cannot 
fuSer from material i]>£i^eaces, and, there- 
fore, may exift ip the perfe<Sion of Lt'spow^s, 
though thofe powers, for want of their pro- 
per vehicles, are not called foitb, 

Thegdosius. 

• ■■ ' • 

1 CMGiiiT£ . tiie poffibility of this, and 



an nowimpafient to be infoFmed, what new. 
care it is^ which has the foul for it's objeft, 

* *■■ . 
Mr. De Fenslok* 

A4 the focfilties 61 Sii fbul are cbhtinifally 
ita]rirova*ltfy *ri* cahtiof be dtttr6yeA by 
what happens tx) the bo^^ if is probable that 
in whatever ftate of comparative perfection 
they are, upon quitting this mode of being, 
in ttee faftie they will pais into another, which, 
though higher, £hali \ii ftiD iniprovable like 
the former, 

Theodoszus. 
What would yotr infer from hehce i 

Mr. De FEttrscoNV 

Tib<«^,' iw-xt to t}tt Vxfefcife of virtue; tlie 
iftipmvifl^atit of the niindVught to be our 
f rlaidipal care : For as the former will entitle 

£ 2 us 
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Its to an improved ftate of being, fo the latter 
will qualify us for the enjoyment of it. From 
the benevolence of the Supreme Being, as 
well as upon the principles of reafon and 
philofophy, we have a right to hope that the 

« 

foul, when it quits the body, will not re- 
vert to that ftate of ignorance in which it 
appears to be, when it firft informs it. 

Theodosius. 

This is a very pleafing concludon, and 
fuggefts to me a variety of agreeable re- 
iledtions. 

Mr. DeFENELON^ 

I HATE received great fatlsfadion from the 
contemplation of it. It is pregnant with 
many circumftances of comfort. — ^When we 
Jiave been toiling for the acquifitlonof know- 
ledge, we may have the pleafure to conclude, 
that we have not been labouring for the, hr*^ 

tlmt 
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that per tjbith'y hut for that which endureth uM" 
t9 eternal ///^.— It muft be the greatcft con- 
folation to reflect, that the mental improve* 
ments we make, (hall laft beyond the grnve ; 
and that the treafures of knowledge we lay 
up here, we fhall enjoy hereafter. — -*• 



If we have contributed by our own wri- 
tings to the advancement of fcience and the 
cultivation of the mind -^ what a glorious 
reflection does it afford, that thefe efFe£l$ will 
laft for ever — that the foyls which have re- 
ceived new lights, new information from our 
difcoveries, (hall retain them in every fuc- 
ceiSve period of being ; and that thus we 
ihall have contributed to the perfeftion of 
glorified natures and everlafting intelligences 
--There is fomething ravifhing in the thought 
---I am tranfported — I feel a godlike pleafure 
in the indulgence of it. 

E 3 Theo- 
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Tkjbodosius. 

fqi grje^ly to the CMUiysytlpp pf the hu^msin 
nxiact^ hay^ a rig^ to ^11 the pleafuir^ that 
fiich re|}eiStifms can a^qpd i<-r^9(I great, inr 
deed, and ade£|uate to thfi dignity of humaa 
nature, are the objeSs of complacency that 
attend them. But for my own part, I have 
aL^^ys thought, that every improvement the 
iniQd Cjould make in this ftate of being, 
vypdld be fuperiSuous in another, that its 
fyc^Ui^ would be infinitely enlarged, and 
that at the command of Omnipotence, it 
would make a quick tranfition to the angelic 
nature. 

Mn De.FENELOK. 

. For fuch fuppofitions, however comnv^n 
fhey may be, I apprehend we have little more 
or better authority that what felf- flattery will 

afford 



afibrd us: It ^pears, and his evtr ii|t{»ai3al 
t9 me, more probable that tke ibul^ibouU 
arife to a ftate of Aich perfeSi^n as we con- 
ceive of the angelic natures^ by more regular 
gradations, than are ufually aiSgrted to it 

« 4|r « « «^ # # i^- • #- V 

HcRE oiir converfation was interrvpt^xl by 
a letter from Madame Guyoni which W'bije 
the good prelate was perufing with viilbJe 
eagernefs, I retired in^ the garden, and wa$ 
led into the foUowing melancholy reflexions: 

** How afFedlng is it to obferve, that the 
mbft enlightened minds make the nea^eft ap- 
pjFoacb«s to certain degrees of madhefs, or of 
weaknefs? Genius feems to be the child of 
enthufiafm ; and yet enthufiafin is frequently 
the difgrace, the ruin x>f genius. The Arch- 
bifhop of Cambray, the literary ornament of 
Europe, diflinguiihed for the moft pure, the 

E 4. moft 
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moft refined philofophy, is carried away hy 

the dreams of £anaticifm, and attends to the 

ravings of an infane devotee ^ for fucfa is this 

Madame Guymf 

■ » 
After walking fame time alone, I was 

again joined by the Archbifljop, who, with 

that calm benignity of countenancf peculiar 

to him, refumed the converfation. Whiat 

followed would ftrctch this letter too far — 

£xpe£l an account of it in my next. 

Adieu f 



Theodosius, 
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LETTER VII. 



Theodosius to Constant I A. 



Mr. De Fen^lon. 



Y 



OU i^ill excufe me, Thcodofius ; a let- 
ter from Madame Guyon always commands 
my attention.' That feraphic woman fcems to 
have obtained a kind of beatification ; and I 
look upon an addrefs from her as it were a 
voice from heaven.— ^But I will not follicit 
your attention to a fubje£l which has given 
occafion to fo many unhappy difputes. I will 
purfue my purpofe of giving you the beft in- 
ftrudlions I am able to give you, with regarcl 
to your conduct and your happinefs. 

Before we can tread the flage t)f life with 
that gracefulnefs and propriety, which ren- 

der 



4er every cksirz&et ekfy and agreeable, it 19 
abfolutely ncceflaiy, th^we ibould acquire a 
confiderable knowledge both of mankind, 
and of ourfelves.— This knowledge is not 
iiaftily, or eaCly to be obtained.— We muft 
tavc mixed with fociety^ uni have attended 
to the different forms, that the paffions and 
purfuit.s pf men aflwnc indiffereirt: churai^^s, 
before we can form apy jadgemcnt of theip 
that Ihall be gencfally ad^Hi^te. "I bg.ve 
' known fome n*e» of fo keen a penetration, 
that they have been abl^ to judge of charge-* 
ters almoft intuitively jj — but bafty decifions, 
though they may loftjMi be right, may like, 
wife many times be wrong ; and they never 
ought tp have the leaft weight with us in any 
thing that may concern the reputation or 
the intereft of the perfon we fo judge of.— 
What I would obferve is, that there are 
methods of acquiring a readinefs of judging 5 

and 
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and that fi|ch an acquifition niuft' h^ of great 
ufe to us ih the commerce of life.— The ooly 
means I know of are thofe I mentioned tgi 
you — to atteiKl to and learjii th? di^orent 
forms that the pa®9ns aCume in dii&reiit^ 
charail^rs* 

• - • 

T|i£0|ICSiUS. 

.sm 

. Ah» yet, my Lord, may net an artificial 
4eportmeat foBguentlf «tader f«eh an en- 
quiryvainf 

Mr. De FfiN£i.oK* 

It maf fqmecimes perplex it, but wi]*! fel- 
'^om render it vain j— even artifice itfel f takes 
a colour from the paffidns, and they may be 
Jitad and diftinguifhed in its operations. 

TlUODp6IDS« 

Thus yp^ would inftrwft me to know awn 
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in general ;— but may there not be a more 
particular procefs of enquiry, where.a moro 

« 

particular knowledge of individuals is necef- 
fary ? I fhould be glad to be informed how I 
might obtain a thorough knowledge of the 
man I could wifh to make ipy friend. 

Mr. De Fenelon. 
For this different methods have been re- 
commended, and different experiments have 
been tried i Some have had recourfe to the 
chymical procefs of the bottle, and others to 
a fi£^itious diftrefs ; but both to no valuable 
efFed. The firil did notconiider, that a man 
deprived of reafon is no longer a man ; and 
the lad had not refle&ed that, on certain 
occafions, a man might want the power, 
though he wanted not the will, to relieve the 
diftrefTes of his friend.- . 

If you would obtain a perfedt knowledge 
of any man, it muft be from his domeflic 

character. 
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cliara£i:er.— Such a father, mafter, brother, 
fon, or huiband, as he ihall be found, 
fuch a friend will he be. — It is moreover, in 
the minuter circumilances of his condu£t, 
that we are to enquire for a man's real cha- 
ra£ler. — In thefe be is under the influence 
of his natural difpofition j and a6):s from him- 
felf-— while in his more open and important 
a£tioaSf he may be drawn by public opinion, 
and many other external motives, from that 
bias which nature would have taken ~ 

Were I once more to make choice of a 
friead, the firft qualities I would look for in 
him, fliould be Sincerity^ and Senftbility: For 
thefe arc the foundation of almbft all other 
virtues. 

Theodosius. 
Stop not here, my Lord, I intreat you ; 
fcut tdl me how that felf-knowledge is to be 

' acquired j 
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Acquired ; the acq'uifition o^ which you ba¥e 
allowed to be fo eflential to our happinefs, 

Mn De Fekslon* 

Th&iie is^noftud/ {6 keieSjkf zs^ ftis; 
and yet, unforfuniaCdy'^ tliefe i^ tioAe (6 diffi^ 
cult. Self-k^^owledge, like that Hefp^att 
fruit^which wai[ defended by.the vigUai^i^ of 
fleepieis dragons, is funf%Pund<id by fo niany^ 
povwpAil guards, that^ ilf is almdff inaccef- 
iible. — Indulge me, a moment, TfaeodoAus, 
i A my favourite province of alkgofy^.-'s-^lie 
rndftaffiduous of tHefe guards is VAnPi*^, 
aiuh, at the faihe thne, tke iti<^ aftfy.-^lf 
you ar d determined to Ha^ dccefe, ffie has 
addrefs enough to impofe upon you,- ahd, 
inflead of Self'knowlidgij to prefent you with 
a different objedl, lair, indeed^ and beautiful 
to look upon, but very unlike the figul^eyoa 
ought to have iomx-^l^wsAt fiand^a dait^ 

gerous 
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' {enerous centuM!, ttiktg^ cSSklf^knowUdgr^ 
virhen you demaiid admittuice, he feats you 
en a throne, and bids-you look down on the 
crowds that furround. you^ you look with 
complacency, and return with ignorance.-— 
Should the arts both o£PaiDK and Vanity 
be inefie^lual, there is yet another redoubt 
to be attacked, which is defended by Self- 
BECEPTioK. This is the fubtleft of all the 
guards that furrbund the tree, of Self-know* 
ledger— in her hand is a waving mirrour ; that 
turns every way, which fo dazzles and con- 
fufes the ftght, that you cannot poffibly dx<* 
ftinguiih the real objed you aim at, from 
the, images refl«dsd in keF mirrour; — at 
length, with one of dioic imager you veturii^ 
fatisiied and deceived. 

. " THEODOSItrj. 

These, indeed, make a formidable guard. 
•^How (hall they he overcome ? . 

Mr* 
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Mr. De Fbkelok. 

Only by the affiftancc of Truth. As 
the machinations of inferior enchanter^ vanifli 
upon the appearance of an abler magician ; 
or, rather, as the diableries of infernal fpirits 
are deftroyed by the influence of a celeftial ; 
{o Pride, Vanity, and Self-decep noN, 
fly from the approach of Truth. 

Theodosius. 

Yet is it not, my Lord, a matter of dif- 
£culty, to engage this valuable auxiliary ? 

Mr. De Fenelon. 

—Or, rather, to perftiade ourfelves to em* 
ploy him — for there the difliculty lies : — Be- 
fore he can be brought over to our party, he 
requires fo many mortifying concef&ons, that 
we reje£i: his fervlces, becaufeweare unwill* 
ing to purchafe them at fo dear a rate. 

Thbo- 



Theodosius. 
Mn Dc Fenslon. 

.he^ecijLiifes us,t<j jj^t with,-T-It.i§,vjery.true5 
ajid, for that jcafpn, one .woiiW .thinly ^he 
t;ep^s natiiard. -^.T^hcdomii:^ 
Aike the g^flcps ..of i^nw/A, i?rc purely Wpal 
^^d . rpay Jbc given . up .wjthout Jofs. 

Theodosiu«. 

AKDyet, poffibily, we are indebted to this 
fame Vanity^, for half the happinefs we en«* 
joy. — Dpcs not the whole art of happinefs 
coiifift, principally, in being well deceived 7 

Mr. De FfiNiLON. 

You have drawi) fne upon a rock that I 

wiihed to avoid^-^For Uie fake of Truth 

.Vol. I. F and 
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and Virtue, I am willing to pcrfuadcmyfctf 
that it 18 notfo 5— certainly, w« arc n©t de- 
ceived when we deiive our happinefs from 
the culfiivation of thcfe.— At the feme time, 
I will own, that, fucTl is the weaknefsof 
human nature, there are a thoufand ikuaurs 
neceffary to give a reliih to life, in the com- 
pofition of which, deceit has a principal 
hand— But what the Englifll poet calls 
« The fober Certainty of waking BHfs," that 
xnuft undoubtedly flow from the exercife, or 
the rcfleaion of what is real and fiibftantial. 

Theodosii]^. 
It flxould feem, . then, that there are two 
fources of happinefs ;— one from which thi: 
imagination derives fancied entertainment 
and unreal pleafure 5 another that, arifing in 
confcious virtue, yields to reafon and reflcc 
tion a more genuine delight. 

Mr. 



r 



r. 
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Mr, De Fenelok. 

EviDENBLY — and we may drink at both 
thefe fources : But we (hould make it our 
care, that the fountains of imaginary pleafure 
contain not)aing, that tend to inebriate or 
diibrder the mind. 

* » 

Theodosius. 

Can they ever be attended with fuch con- 
Sequences ? 

Mr. De Fenelon. " - 

Too frequently .they are. — The im'agina- 
. tion may be indulged^ till it fhall acquire aa 

I . 

habitual empire oyer the underftanding.— A 
man whofe genius and temper are naturally 
warm and fanciful, may give himfelf up foen- 
tirely to the fweet influences of enthufiafm, 
that the powers of cool reafon and difcern- 

F 2 ment 
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ment (hall be gitatly invalidated, if not * 
wholly fufpcnded. — 



Imagin£> iny . Conftahtia, how this 
fpeech afFeded me.-— At that moment the 
affair of Madame <rf^Mi occurred to;ne, and 
I wept to thifik that my amiable inRruStoTj 
in . his own perfon^ bore teflimony to the 
truth of his own obfervation. 

The remaining part of our converfation, 
with my anfwer to fome paiTages in your laft 
letter, (ball follow this without delay. 

ASIEU I 

TH£OI>OSIUS« 
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L E T T E R VIII. 

. ThEODOSIUS to CONSTANTIA. 

VfW^ tVt good prehtfc thtis procceMv 
Mr, Dc Fenelon. 

ttict fit>m-h3ibk«i aiid'if it be^ as:ic certainly 

w 

mttft^d, fel^tou^hapt)ill«&, to liter umiifir the 
dominion of iJSl^jXwe^ihbiikhtakietxare to 
exercife and confult it upon every occafion.-— 
Thus it will acquire ftrehgth and efficacy, 
and) ounotedience .to its i dil^ales^ . wtU b6- * 
cctiie eafy from Jiabin 

Thbodpsius, 

Th^ dilates of < RiM/oH- are unddfikediy 
the law'of life. — But, in general, pjy Lord, 

F 3 how 
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how impotent and ineffectual !—What avails 
her legtflation, when cb^: IFillj the executive . 
powtTy. feems not to be in her intereft ? 

» 

Mr. De Ferelon. 

The ^// nmft be gained over by art, and 
management. Whcrt Riofiu has notefta- 
bliihed her empire, flie tnuft do it by degrees; 
•— extert her authority in little and indiilerent 
. things— make mock-fights with the enemy, 
and have recourfe to c^very other gradual and 
|)erfuafive method, which are made ufe oJF 
to reconcile us to talks of difficulty^ 

Theodosius. 

Tws method, indeed, my L^, is the 
moft promifmg ; but it feems, that we etcher 

want ikiU» or inclination to apply it. — ^We 
always confider reafon, as impofing her dic- 
tates with a magifterial fpiritr— She fe«ms|o 

.approach 
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^prMch us with an air of rigid honelly/rude 
and unpolifhed, as the didbtors ' from the 
plough,— 

Mr. Dc FiNELoN. 

Akd did the fame fimplicity of manner^, 
wlrich diftinguifhed the age of CincinnatuSy 
prevail at this day, ihe would be as fuccefsful 
too. — Alas ! Theodofius, to the lofs of that 
fimpllcity, to our deviation from nature, we 
owe thegreateft part of thofe evils whereof 
we complain. I think the precept mpft eflen- 
tial to . the happincfs of human life, is, 
** Live agreeably to nature." 

Thbodosius, 

This precept, my Lord, appears to want 
a comment.— Msy I have the happinefs to 
heai the Archbiihop of Cambraj preach from 
fuch a text ? 

F4 ■ . 
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Mr. De Fenelon. 

Nature herfelf will here be the b^ft 
commentator. She, as well as Reason, 
fettibs^ to TiaVe Tier confctericc. in * tHe hItAiah 
nrfiicJ^ which falls not t© ^proach' ii$ with 
every breach of duty. 

Alas! nxy fnciicfihowbftenadweddvjb- : 
lehce to Nature, and caft her diftates be- , 
hind? What artificial miferies do we lay tip 
for ourfeivis, from the indulgence of iiliag!«« 
nary wants ! — we are not content to fearch' 

4 

for happinefs within the fphere of nature- 
it appears to be barren and infipid ;— )jve fly 
for it into the more fpatious and fplendfd 
circle of AVt'; we are aniufed arid diiSpa'ted 
in the fearch ; but we never find the objWl 
we arc in qucfl: of. — At length, weafy and \ 
<lifappointed, we look back to the long-for- 

^'^ faken 
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fakcn walks of Katurc ; forry that ever we . 
defertcdthem, and ready enough to compli'- 
ment tHem^ with tHofe pkafurei^yteldittg^ 
qualities which we fhouWndW be glad ta. 
find.-— But'' this laft hope proves frtcpKn^yl 
vain :— By being long accuflomaI< to^^arti<2'* 
ficial habits, we have k>ft all tafte for fimpli* 
city, and what might ejifflj^ have engaged our 
afFedions when young, we behold with av^* 
fion in the decline of }ife. 



I UNDERSTAND you, my Lortf*— Yoir 
would advifeme to cultivate the love of Na- 
ture, and to plan my life -upon her fimple 
model, while yet I am young. 

Mr; De Fj^nelon. 

I wouLD-r'for the reafons I have alfeady 
fnentioned ir-rbccaufc in her wallcs you will 

find 
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find the orily genuine, the only home-felt 
hajppinefs ; which, however, you will be in- 
capable of attaining, ihoull you defer the 
application^' till the habits of artificial life 
have deprived yOu of all relifli for natural 
enjoyments. 

TH£0D0SIUS. 

The wifdomi and experience of my ve- 
nerable inftrudor would be fufficient to con- 
vince me of the truth of thefe obfervations ; 
but I think I have, within the little limits of 
my own attention, feen the laft confirmed in 
many inftances. 

Mr. De Fenelon. 

It muft be obvious to every perfon who 
makes the leaft remarks on life/ that thofe 
whojiave long lived in the circle of Vanity, 

can 
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ctn never quit it. — ^Not that they ftill find 
their account of pleafure iii it ; but that they 
are unfit for, and incapable of any other 
mode of enjoyment. — ^What veterans do we 
behold bufy in the purfuit of the moft con« 
tesmptible trifles J What a difgrace to human 
reafoo, to behold a countenance^ furrowed 
with age, diftorted with chagrin over an un^* 
fuccefsful game ! How difguftful to hear a 
matron weighed down with years, difcourfing 
like a girl, on the frippery of modes'! — Thefc 
are the unavoidable eiFedls ^ of purfuits ha- 
bitually vain.**- 

3uT when I would advife ypu^ The6' 
]x>sius, to live agreeably to nature^ it is not 
alone that I would fave you from frivolous 
purfuits and fantafticfollies.-— Life i^not to be 
left una£live; and by efcaping fedu£lion into 
the path of vanity, ^^ou will, off courTe, take 

that 
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thatbf wifdofn. To do this, indecdy and to- 
Iivcagrjeeably to nature, arc terms of almoft' 
thefame meaning.— For the end of wifdona^ 
is a rational and Iafting4iappineirs^ which tr 
only to be found in a^fting^conformaU^ toihe^' 
pttrpofe of our exiftence^ and in t^eidiflg^. 
iiir thofe paths of truth and fimplicityi which- 
nature has pointed out.' . 



« « « 

» tk « 



Here my ever revered inftruAor ended his 
welcome leiTons. — I could have fpent a life in 
hearing hxhi ^ and thereby i^ould have fokAd 
that hiappihefsy which he taughlt me how to 
obtain. 

Two ends are anfwered hy thus commit* 
tiog,his precepts to writing ; Hhich I have 

dpnc 
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^one without much difSculty, as they are yet 
frefh upon my memory* —The pen is an excel- 
«lent memorialift ; and, while I am writing 
them for you, I eftab!i(h them more fecurely 
in my own mind,— 

' Let me now turn to your laft dear letter 
which is not yet three days old, though fa 
al^ch has been written fince I received it. 

AhASi my CoNSTANTiA I (I addrefs you 
as my heart fuggeib) thisid^Ugbitful inter-' 
courfe may not be of any long continuance^ 
ix>twithftanding your kind and Itendecfolici* 
tude, that our foienfUhip^.Biay^nei be iater<« 
cupted. 

THEiathersof Conttantia and of Theo- 
^ofius, though their fitu^tion in feme meafur^ 
draws them into a fpecious interchange of 
civilities, are of tempers and fentiments fo 
totally differcucjt'that whenever they meet, 
methiaks 1 0lxi' difcover in each, a ftiled con* 

. tempt 



- 'i • 
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* 

tempt of the other, Thisr gives me- tntxpreC> 
Able morti^cation, 9S I am fenfible rtiat this 
conteippt in both, arifes from motives equally 
infigniiicantj the one valuing himfelfon the 
faperiority of his fortune, the other on tlje 
advantages of his birth. 

r 

Mistaken men ! — What are the diftinc- 
tions that place one man above another ? — 
Not wealth, or titles certainly. — Genius, 
wifdom and virtue alone, have this diltin- 
guifhing power ; for thefe alone are capable 
of enlarging and ennobling the mind, and of 
exalting the^ human capacity as high as it 
will go. 

H6w long this fmothered contempt will be 
fupprelled by politenefs, I tremble to think.-— 
Upon the leaft 'failure of refpecfl in either 
party, it will burft intoaftorm — and-— ah ! — 
then, my fair friend !— 'then, farewell this 

dear 



[ 7^ I 
dear and happy interdoiirfe of letters .'—Fare- 
well the delightful freedom of our monii^g 
converfations !— The (wett jijaur at noon«r* 

Sotto le frefche froAde 
Dei frefco faggio ^ 

atid the v^Ik at evening through breathing 
beanfields.— Ah ! enchanting walks, CoK- 
STANTiA ! when Fancy, heightened by the 
Airrounding beauties of nature, gave to all 
our difcourfe the happieft enthuiiafm ! 

■ f 

Should I not tremble, even at the po$* 
bility of lofing a happinefs like this ? ; 

s 

'—But let us not affli£l our felves with di- 
ftant evils ! (Q that they were far diilant !) 
I will think no longer of them, but quitting 
thofe tenderly anxipys.thoughts, which the 
beginning of your kind letter fuggefled. 

Will 



will proceed to that part of it, ifi4wre yott 
ohiigmgly propofe a .queftion, and call upon 
^ me for an anf^iyer- 

I AM, indeed, of opinion, th^t theprpfcffors 
of religion hurt.its jpterefts by pjurfuing 
theni too clofely; particularly, when they 

v*nake a merit of unnatural and unneccffary 
Severities.' Yet this unfortunate do£lrinehas 
thrown its galling weight on theeafy yokeof 
Chriftianity, almoftever fince its publication 
-*— The fathers, thofe fathers in whom the 
churc'h has placed fach an implicit confi- 
dence, gave to that religion, ^which was 
meant to^nlarge and huoianize the mind, the 
meaneii and moft contracted fpirit/and prin- 

►^ipJfSr-r§ptne -di^rai^ed it" ^by.the vileft 
fl^Jkfel?s ^^nd ,mifqfi9Wons;,ot^cr%loa4cd 

.i?,.Vlth the ji^ft 'fup^rflu5jju*,feYerUie8^ for- 

■^ Set Jt^in Martyr's fidUuhus afologies for 

the crofu 

bidixig 
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MSMtng the it(b of na^db md ta^jrfWI^ p]ti«' 
fliras ^ '^r^nXj^ one f ovep goes lb ftv, as i» 

JiBckre^ tUat the Patriarch was deemed 
itorth^of ai heatenjy vUioa^only becaufe he 
lay his head upon thd- hard piHow of a fh>ne, 
and what he did from neceffity, advifiss.us ta 
• Jo by choice, — One J has fallen into the. 
noft idle and abfiird f^rit of aUegorising die 
plaineft literal aarradve^, fadts^ and prece^ ; 
another §, with eqiuai abfurdtty, adheres fo 
dofely to the letter, that he tells us the devil 
invented buikins to give God the lie,, becauie 
it is faid^that a man cannot add one cubit to 
his fiature. In (bort, my friend^ tl^efe lights 
of the church were, in general, the mod. 
milerable fanatics, ignorant,, puerilej and 

V Ot. I. G cruel, 
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crttc!.-^-^No wbndier, therefore, if thofc" 
who confider themtis guides, ihould tread, 
in their fteps, — lio Wonder if they fliould 
cherifb ignorapce, folly^ fanaticifhi, and 
every ridiculous efFeft of blind and fuperili* 
tious zeal. 

Undoubtedly, my fair Reafoner, thefe 
mifguided feverities are ruinous to the real 
intereft of religion ; and its profeiTors, as 
you obferve, have certainly hurt thofe intc^ 
refls by purfuing them tooclo&Iy. ^ 

Slavish and broken fpirits may thus, in- 
deed, be impofed upon ; — but where is that 
Freewill pffiringi that rational and liberal 
worfhip, which founded inan intelligent faith 
and gratitude, does real honour to the Deity i 
—Such a worfhip can never be paid, 'till the 
mind, refcued from the tyranny of an impofed 

belief^ 



bdief, acquires the privilege of thinking aftl 
concluding for itfelf. 

It would, therefore, be for the real inte-* 
refts of religion (if that intereft may be al- . 
lowed to confift in the promotion ot a rationale 
worCbip, and an intelligent faith) that the 
mind ihould be fet at large; and Father 

M would by no means lofe his account 

in it with regard to your piety; though' 
he fliould, as you fay, give you a little re- 
fpite, and fufFer you to diverfify your reading 
and your Audits : For, what you obferve is 
certainly juft ; and you would not only return 
to the attentions of religion with greater ala- 
crity ; but by enlarging your moral and na- 
tural knowledge, you would acquire new and 
iiobler principles of devotion, from beholdino- 
thewifdomand benevolence of your Creator, 
difplayed throughout the moral and the na- 
tural world. 

G 2L . But 



BoT vibtAst fem can obtain tUs imMm 
genoB from your confeflbr 00 not, you will bf 
all means fecure this letter from his inquiii- 
tMial cf0 ; otbervvt&|t tho &te not only of 
the letter itfelf, bat #r the iii¥k]u> may be 
Ameif bat Miovs. 

t sMit£l» at your wifli, that I were ap* 
|>ointed your confeflbr in the room of father 
M ■ > > If I thought you fijicere in that 
wilhf I ihould have very little inclination to 
tue fatisfiedi for^, believe me, I had rather 
Kand in any other relation to you.— In one re- 
{pe&^ however, I fliouM be gratified by this 
appointment.<^I (hould learn the iUteof youc 
heart i and be afliired I would gorern it with 
abfolute iway,<— that ihould be a drcum- 
ftance worthy^ my aaUMtion. — ^Adieii! mj 
amiable friend, and remember that if eMr 
1 am honoured with the abovesumtionod 

appoint- 



» 

appointment, I will make it my queftioo^ 
whether you were fincere when you exprefledf 

thatwifh,^ 



Thkobosios^ 



03 
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LETTER IX. 



CONSTANTIA tO Th&OOOSIUS. 



I 



HAVE a thoufand things to fay; but 
where (hall I begin, where end ? ■ My 
heart dies within me, when I think of fome 
paflages in your laft — what dreadful fpirits 
of misfortune have you conjured up ! lay 
them ; for heaven's fake lay them again, if 
you have any regard for my peace or happi- 
nefs. — Shall I tell you that. the enjoyment of 
your friendfhip is very eflential to both? 
Why fliould I not tell you fo ? Surely iilence 
en fuch a fubjeA would be a kind of difm* 
genuity ! 

This free and candid acknowledgment is 
the only return I am able to make, for all 
that ihduftry of kindnefs I have experienced 

from 



ffom THEobosiOs*-— Poor and inadequate^s 
the reward, hut wnat can I do more i Is it 
m my power to return thofe leflbns in kind, 
by which I have been fo much delighted, — I 
hope, profited ? — Exalted Moralift ! amiable 
and excellent Philofopher ! what a lofs would 
CoNSTANTiA AifFer, if deprived of your 
friendfiiip ! To you flie owes every valuable 
fentiment, and almpft all the little know- 
ledge Ihe can boaft; — whatever, in your 
kindnefs, you are pleafed to diftinguiih with 
pxaife^ all, all i^ yours : 



•Onde r alcun bd frutto 



Nafce di me ; da voi vien prima il feme. 
Jo per me fon quafi un tefreno afciutto, 
Colta da voi ; e'l pregio e voftro tutto. 

« 

How infinitely am I obliged to you for com^ 
municating fo minutely your converfation 
with the excellent Fenelon ! every word of 

G 4 that 
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t^AU fxtlatfi ipfcfves fo lie w^it^ ^ letlert 

G^gpldw-«^Wh^t fubliopq pt^Iofophiy 1 What 
eiilargc;d mprdUy 1 Wba^jdrikiog lixi^tneou 
of bmi9J(i itatufe, and Ijiuman mantxer^, ap- 
pear in all hi$ works I 

BvT I 9in l»oft f^harme^ with the vene- 
r<aMk (tMn wiifen Ke ^xplaiias and enfp|'<:^» hi$ 
fxtoeft, ^ Uving agrs£(rifly t9 Nature. — I felt 
^ti^^^utl^ of 1^18 ob^Vacioas without the aid 
c^f ficperience.— And iball I appear vain, 
when I tell you that I b^ve always retain^ 
certain fent'm^nts, that were ofa colour with 
thofe of your noble friend ? — I have always 
thought that nojt only the mora), hut there- 
ligiovis bappinefs of human life was beftcul* 
tivated by that fimplicity of manners and 
defireS) which would always attend the love 
and purfuit of nature. Admire with me the 
following paffage, wfiich defcribes the bappi- 
jgefs of the man who leads fuch a life ; 

r 

E'l 



En dubUipt «^ CmCc^ c^I come, t^ fentk^ ik^ 
^ol p«Coli £in, chc ncn ifta fra fero ^ 

£*i ciel propizio alle fue voglie piega* . 

I chink tbe ftotitnent, in tlie third^iioled 
veitfe, of untting Ae idlea of a Ge» with 
Truth 9xA Slmpliiitf^ refittarkaMy beaisriful. 

You fee I have already profited by the 
Academician's fetter, and have not ncgleded 
the amtiicments of poetry and the BeikfLrtf* 
^^A— I an willing to afcribe to this elegant 
courfe of ttfdingy Aill grealer iidi*aelage» 
than lie has i^wcd it, and am of aqpinion^ 
that the beft phibiqyhy and mosBlity, ia' 
to bt fouad in the works of the poets ^ 
for with regard to p hibfefxhy, I would gladly 
be of opiniott wkb the £ngUlb poet^ where 
befays, 

I r 
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^ow cbarmiiig is divine pbilofophy ! 
Not harih and crabbed, as dull fools fuppole^ 
But mufical as is Apollo's lute ! 

I would willingly perfuade myfelf, tbat the 
beft poets are capable of inftru<Sling us in 
fvery part of ufeful knowledge ; for I find a 
charm in their works, fuperior to the pleafure 
any other mode of writing aflFords me. 



Whither it is the power of harmony, or 
Imagination, that thus leads me captive, I am 
at a lofsto know; whether it is the elegance 
' of thought, the tendernefs,'orthe gentility 
peculiar to poetry, that delights tne moft, I 
am unable to determine ; but alltogether give 
me the mod exquiAte, the moft refined en- 
tertainment. — I wonder not that honours, 
next t9 diyine, have always been paid to 
poets \ and that thofe heaven-favoured gt* 
4)iufes, have ever been efteemed fuperior to 
* - the 
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a/tut left of mankind. For my own part ; 
if I Ibottld bring an offering to the (hrine of 
any human being, it ihould be to that cf a 
poot, 

Adisu ! 



Corstantia; 
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LETTER X. 

ThEODOSIU^ to CONSTANTIA.* 

X HE approb^ctioft i»f Constantia if 
more than the reward of worlds, and her 

favour naoie vahiable. The utmoft of hit 

... ' * 

ambition has ever been to fervc and oblige 
her, but why will ihe afcribe to thoile fer- 
vices, to thofe poor endeavours to pleafe^ 
more merit than they can poiSbly have a claim 
to ? Yet it is no wonder if Constantia, 
who poiTefTes every virtue in the higheft de» 
gree^ fhould carry her gratitude to excefs. 

I wiirL not anticipate thofe evils which my 
fears, pofSbly too induftrious, have fo often 
brought before me ; but, while this delightful 
correfpondence lafts, I will fit down, witk 
lecurity, to enjoy the fweets of it» 

NOTHIMQ^ 



Vf&mxno could be more iieUy amcmti^ 
than tbe ftotimeiits «f umting tiie idea of t 
God with Truth and SimpScity.-^To deify audi 
adore thofe amiable virtues, is certainly a very 
fordanaUe ^cies^itelatry-^i^ indeed) it 
can be called idolaitry; fortre, certainly^ 
wivrfbip the Supiiem£ PEEVicTioNy wbile 
ive woribip his attribittes^ as k is only ia 
tb0& we^can form ai^ idea of bLm« 

AnjI' yet It wt» from this fimrce that ido- 
latxy, with A\ itsttrouftlefoaie and permcioas 
'confequences, was derMred^ oM, When the 
attributes of the-univerfal Being were per- 
sonified and exhibited by figures, the multi- 
tude, never capable of abfl:i'a6lcd thinking, 
numbered fo many gods. ^ 



Tn^ fentiment of your poet has, nevcr- 
tbetoA^ great metaphodcal propriety ^— -when 

dinne 
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divine honours are paid to Truth and Smi- 
plki^y, much, certainly, is done for the fcr- 
vicc of virtue, ' 

As you are profeflcdly an admirer of fimple 
nature, I wiH venture to fend you a poem, 
which, on that account, I hope will be re** 
commended by the fubjedt. — At leaft I am 
fure, it has nothing elfe to recommend it ; 
and let that declaration convince you, that I 
have not the ambition to afpire to the name 
and dignity of a Poet, or to hope that yoa 
will bring an offering to my fbrine. 



Writtd* 
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ft 

Written in a Cottage-garden, at a Village 
in Lorain i and occafioned by a Traditioir 
concerning a Tree of Rofemary. t 

« 

Arbustum LOqUlTUK. 

O THOU whom Love 2Lnd Fancy lead ^ 

Tq wander near this woodland hill,. 

If evor mafic fmooth'd thy .quill. 
Or pity wak'd thy gentle reed, \ 

Repofe beneath my h amble tree^ 

If thou lov'il Simplicity. 

IL 
Stranger, if thy lot has laid, . -r 

In toilibme fcenes of bufy life; 

■ 

Full forely may'ft thoa rue the ftrifc^ 
Of weary pafCons ill-repaid. 
In a garden live like me. 
If thou lov'ft Simplicity. 

Ftowiita 
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Viowifts have fpritng for many a year 
0*er the village-maidbn*'s grave. 
That, one memorial-fprig to &vef. 

Sore it froflft t fillor's bter:^ 

And homeward-walking» wept o'er me 

The true te»eof Simpltcky^ 

* "" 

IV. 

AnD 4bon, Ircr cottage- windbt^ near . 

With care my Stn^r fteixr Are prffcM ; 

And fettdly tftas her grief em%rac^d» 
Jknd cherifh'd fad re meiffbr a iace deaf: 

Per lore fincere, and fri^ndftlp free 

JVre children of Simpitcicy. 

^HEN pad wasmatiy a |>ain>fut da^, 
SIow-paciiig'o*cr the viflage-gre'cn. 
In white were all its maidens feen, 

And bore my guardian friend away* 
And wet was tv*ry 6ye to fee 
The grave of rtrect Sunpficity j 



Oni 
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Cm gwaou fwaAhu bettt apgum't^ 
Ayoith* whoft fond and faithful hmft 
With many an artlefs £gh confeis'd. 

In nature's langoage, that he ]ovM» 
Bat, dranger^ 'tis no tale for thee» 
Unlefs thou lov'fl iimplicity. 

VII. 
tfe died—aiid Toon her lip waa cold. 
And foon her roiy cheek was pale ; 

I 

The village wept to hear the tale, 
When foi both the flow bell toll'd— -« 
Beneath yon flowery turf they lie^ 
The lovers of Simplicity* 

viir. 

Vbt one boon have I to crave ; 
Stranger, if thy pity bleed. 
Wilt thou do one tender deed* 

And flrew my pale flowers o'er their grave ? 
So lightly lie the turf on thee, 

' Becaufe thoa lov'il Simplicity ! 



[98] 

There is fuch apleafure in the indulgence 
of tender mehncholy and pity ; that left I 
fhould deprive you of it, I will add no more 
than ^ ' 

Theodosius. 



*^* The flpwery branch of Rofemary, 
that accompanies this was gathered ffom tfie 
fame tree. 



] 
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L E T T E R XI. 

CONSTANTIA to ThEODOSIUS. > 

V 

1 OU muft be fenfible that you could' 
not oblige me more than by favouring me 
with any of your poetical produdions.— -' 
Your Village-maid is a picture of rural 
Simplicity ; as fuch I (hall preferve it, to- 
gethei* with the flowery branch of Rofemary, 
that accompanied it, for the fake of the 
author. 

Your laft favour reminds me of another, 
which you feme time ago prornifed, but have 
now, perhaps, ' forgot.—- You praifed the 
Latin verfes of tjie celebrated Englifli poet 
we have fo often admired, and called him the 
befl: writer in that language fince the age of 
Conflantine^ When I complained that I was 

H 2 unable 



ttiuble to read him in that language, you 
kindly promiM nicai:tnttidatton;of one of 
his fineft Latin poems, which, I think, yo« 
called ftBaftoral'SIegjF oa Aa death of one 
of his friends, whom he expe£led to have 
efribr^oi om hi^ iftaun: from abroad, but 
ftwd: tknl h« had! taJlfsen his joiufmy to that 
diftant coMAtrvi 

-— •«»fimn wfaofe bovf a 
No-traiwHar return s ■ 

Svtch afubje£t is capable ofgreat tendernef^ ; 
and, at the hands of Milton, it could not 
fail of finding it. Let me have one more in- 
ftance of your kindnefs, in the execution of 
jWKU'promtit* - 

CONSTANTIA^ 




C «oi I 



1, E T T E R ItH. 

X 

Xh£04K)SCUS to C<Mf5TAHtVlA.J 

X HAVE made iiafte tox>Kligcyou j there* 
fore you mufi be as tesLiy to txin^fe, lui 1 
have Ifcen to obey. 



The paftoral part rf Mtkwi*$ Efitophitm 

Damonts. 



O F^R 'Ac imific of HrttERi A*'s waiih ! 
The drains that died in Arethufa^% fhades; 
Tan'd to wild forrew on her mournfbl ihore^ 
Wiieii JhifAttii, ifyi^, Sim breathM no dnore ! 
THAMfi6*;v»oaiwjrre fK««Ad'et«!*y*fiote preldM^ 
And ii\ Ins villas learn f he T)oric fong. 

How Thyrsi s mourn 'd his long-Iov'd Da* 
MON dead? 
What fighs he utter'd, and what tears he ihed— ' 

H 3 Yc 
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Ye dim retreats, ye wandering fonntains knoii 
Ye dcfart-wilds bore witnefs to his woe : 
Where oft in grief he pafs'd the tedious day, 
Or lonely languiih'd the l9ng night away« 

Twice did the fields their blooming honours 

bear; 
And Autumn twice refign the golden ear, ' 
Unconfcious of his lofs, while Thyrsis ftaid 
To woo fweet fancy in the Tu/can (hade. 
Crown'd with her favour, when he fought again 
His flock forfaken, and his native plain ; 
WEen to his old Elm's wonted fhade retarn'd— 
Thcn-^then he mifs'd his parted friend^ — and 

moiini'd. 

And go, he cry'd, my tender lambs adieu ! 
Ybor wretched mailer has no time for you. 

Yet are there powers divine in earth or Iky? 
Gods can they be who deflin'd thee to die ? 
And ihalt thou mix with (hades of vulgar name ? 
1/oft thy fair honours, and forgot thy faipe ? 
Not he, the God whofe golden wand reilrains - 
The pale-ey'd people of the gloomy plains^ 
Of Damon's fate fhall thns regar^lefs be. 
Or fuffer vulgar ihades to herd with thee. 

Then go, he cry'd, &c. 

Yet 
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Y«T while one ilrain my tremblmg tougiie 
may try, ^ 

Not unlaraentcd, Shcpht rd, fhalt thou die. 
Long in thefe fields thy fame (hall flourifh fair, 
And D A p H N IS only greater honours (hare ; 
To Daphnis only purer vows be paid, 
WWle Paw, or Pales, loves the village-lhadc- 
If Truth or Science may furvive the grave, 
Or, what is more, a poet's friendftiip fave. 

Then, go, &c. 

These, thefe, are thine; For me what hopes 

remain ! 
Save of long forrow, and of angulfti vaiot 
For who, ftill faithful to my fide, (hJiU go. 
Like thee, thro' regions clad with chilling fnow ? 
Like thee, the rage of fiery fummers bear. 
When nature (brinks beneath the burning air ? 
The lurking dangers of the chace efTay, 
Or footh with fong, and various tale the day ? , 

Then go, &c. 

To whom (hall I my hopes and fears impart ? 
Or truft the carts 2ind/oIliej of my heart ? 
Whofe gentle counfcis put thofe cares to flight f 
Whofc chcarfol converfe cheat the tedious night ? 

H 4 ^^'^ 
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The fociri hearth WheiiilkfMMr*s tneafureailoiv. 
CiuU blow the winds without, abd «t!ffo' the 
bleak jplp rtmr. 

TihenfOylnc. 

When the fierce fons of faimwer 110009 invadr, 
And Pan repofesin the green -wood ihade^ 
The fhepherds hide, the nymphs plunge down 

the deep» 
And waves the hedge-row o'er the plowman'5 

flccp. 
Ah ! who hk2Xk chanh with fuch ^ddrefs refia^d^ 
Such Attic wit, and elegance of mind? 

Then go, Ac. 

Alas? now lonely round my fields I ftray ; 
And lonely feek the j?afture's wonted way. 
Or in Tome dim vale's mournful (hade repofe— 
There penfive wait the weary day's flow ^lofe. 
While Ihowers defcend, the gloomy tempeft raves. 
And o'er my head the llraggluig twilight waves. 

Then go, &c. 

« 

Wh 9 r b once fair foarveft dbsth'i isy icoltur^^ 
plain. 
Now weeds obfcene and vexing {yramfales reign ; 

The 



The gram df tiiya«fe» and die «lof ermg vinr 
^n^ no more ; Jfar j«^«a«fiyoi« w mine. 
My flocks no longer find a mafter^s €ftre ; 
E'en piteous as they gaze wilklaR^u^if dt^mb 
defpair. 

Then go, &c. 



TfiYliazeU TirT'RTra,h;ir4M<:hArisi»forine| 
Nor yet thy wild aflx,4ov'4i Al>p>h£81«ib. 
No more fliail Fancy tireavv lier rwal dream, ^ 
By Agon's willow, or Amynta's ftream^ 
The trembling leaves, the fountain's cool ferene. 
The murmuring zephyr, and the aiofly green—' 
Thefe fmile unieen; and thofe onheedpd plajr^ 
1 cut my flirubs^ ^d bccidkfs walk'd fiway. 

Then go, &c. 

]^P3us, who knows what fates the Ai^9 
difpenle. 

And folves the grove's wild w^rbU^igs into fcnfe. 
This Mopsus mark'd — what thus thy i^ecncaa^ 

move ? 
Some baleful plwK^, V 6m9 Jwv^kft Jove I 

Tbe 
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Tbc ftar of SXt^vrn oft annoys tke foraiiiy 
And in the dull, coldbreaft, long holds his leaden 
'cign. 

< V Then go, &c* 

Th k Nymphs too, piteous of their Shepherd's 
woe, 
Came, the fad caufe folicitous to knoiv. 
Is this the port of jocund youth they cry, 
<That look difgafted-, and that down-caft eye ! 
Gay fmiles and love on that foft feafon wait ; . 
* He's twice a wretch whom beauty wounds too 
late. 

« 

Then go, &c^ 

« 

One gentle tear the Britijh Chlohis gave, 
Chloris the grace of Maldon's purple wave- 
In vain — my grief no foothing words difarm. 
Nor future hopes, nor prefent good can charm* 

• • 

Then go, &c. 

• Mi'ltbn feems to have iorr^wid this Jtatimitti 
from Gaurini : 

Chefe t^ajfali a la canuta etati 

jtmorojo iaUntOf 

Ha^vrai doppio tormentOf 

E di quelf che fotendo non moUfii^ 

E M quel, che vokndo no potrai. 

Thi 



» 
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The happier flocks one focxal fpiric mores. 

The fame their fport, their paftures and their 

loves. 
Their hearts to no peculiar obje6l tend, 
Noxve knows a favourite, or feleds a friend. 
So herd the various natives of the main. 
Arid Proteus drives in crowds bis fcaly train. 
The feather'd tribes too find an eafier fate; 
The meanefl fparrow Hill enjoys his mate ; 
And when by chance, or wearing age fhe dies. 
The txaniient lo(s a fecond choice fupplies. 



Man^ haplefs man, fbr ever doom'd to know 
The dire vexations that from difcbrd flow. 
In all the countlefs numbers of his kind. 
Can fcarcely meet with one congenial mind. 
If haply fuund. Death wings the fatal dart. 
The tender union breaks, And breaks his heart* 

Then go, &c# 



Ah me ! what error tempted me to go 
O'er foreign mountains and thro' Jlptfu fnow ? 
Too great a price to mark in Ti ber's gloom 
The mournful image of departed Rome ! 
Nay, yet immortal, could ihe boaft again 
The glories of her nniverfal reign, 

And 



A nd jUI ^t UiLMO ie& Jus ^dssto £s9. 
Toe great the parcbdfe to abandon thee f 
To leave thee in a land no longer feen! 
Bid moantains rift, and x)cean5 roll between !.«w 
Ah ! not enbrafi^ thee !— mm to^ee thee die ! 
Meet thy kd looksi or cbfe thy laqgaid eye ! 
Not onefoud farewell with thy (hade to bndt 
Nor bid thee think of thy forviving fnendl 

Tfaen^gD, ice* 

Yi Tu/oam Shepherds, pardon me this tear ! 
Dear to the niufe, to me for ever dear ! 
The youth I mourn a T^fcan title bore.— 
See * LydtanLv c c a for her fon deplore ! 

O DAYS of extaly ! when rapt I lay 
Where A a no wanders down his flowery way,— 
Pluck'd the pale violet, prefsM the velvet mead^ 
Or bade the myrtle's balmy fragrance bleed ! 
Delighted, heard amidft the rncal throng 
M£nAlcas flrive with Lycidas in fong, 

mgiudedmto £umpi mt wmnjfyemr$ mfltrtht iijp"^ 
fwu Svm if ibem tmmrthtd fy Umd «/ /or as 
Lydia^ audfr^m timtct dtt^iktd « (xibw^ mJn tkr 
condnil ifTyJnm u Jtit^iy> 

Oft 



Nor hsply all unhbeded was my lay : 
For, Shepherds, yet I boaft your generous meed. 
The ofier baillet, and compaftedreed. 
FKAftCiim crow&'d aw wkh a poet's fiuno^ 
And DATi*UDght his beechen grovei my same. 

Mi&TON^ when he was in. hai^f had the 
/picttliar good foctiine^ to find an age of 
Mftiufes, and> to be diftinguiflv^d by their 
fojvottr in a very extraordinary manner. That 
pplifli whkh the young mind receives from 
the elegant fimplici^ of flie claffics, he en- 
joyed in the- grcalieft perfoftion. The con- 
fidcraWe fupd of ^hat kind H)f knowledge, 
^Wch he took with him into Italy, he had 
the happieft means of improving and perfea- 
iflg, in thofeinfpiring fccnes, where tlie fincft 

* Wlfen Milton was su Ittkf^ Carlo Dati inat 
^oftf^ of pbilofipiy at Fbremce.^ J Miral friend 
40 men of genius and Uarning. as njoell foreigners as 
ins ownemntfymen.'-'He wrote a panegyric and/ome 
foms on Uvtis XIF. befiia other traas. 

writers 
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writers of Latium firft drew their breath**-* 
Thofe fcenes. afForded the beQ comment on 
the works of the Roman claffics, and Milton . 
Ihewed in all his Latin poems, that he tafted 
their beauties in the moft refined degree. 

The friend he bewails in the charming 
poem, of which I have made thefe humble* 
efforts 1o {hew you the beauties, was the com« 
panion of his early years \ and it is no wonder 
that he laments him with fuch pathetic ten-: 
dernefs ; For friend (hips of that kind, which 
are nurfed under the fSnfliine of young en- . 
thufiafm,are always the moft vigorous. — Are 
they not, my Constantia ?— rl feel they' 
are ; for I am, &c. 

Theodosius, 
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LETTER XIII. 



CONSTANTIA tO ThEOOOSIUS. 



I 



FLEW with your letter to our favourite 
alcove J and there with what pleafure, with 
what aviclity I perufed it^ Theodgsius need 
not be told. 

I VERILY believe, that I am better pleafed - 
to be entertained than to be inftru£led ; for I 
fcarce ever received fo much pleafure from 
a letter of yours, as your laft afforded me— 
yet what can be the reafon ? It is not, cer^ 
tainly, that I am jealous of your inftrudtive 
ktters as giving you a fuperiority— I cannot 
charge myfelf with fo much pride. — Nay^ 
were I not fenfibleof that fuperiority, I muft 
be flupid indeed ; — thus, however, I flatter 
myfelf en my penetration in being able tp 

diftinguifh 



diftinguifli it, and on my modefty m being 
fatisfied with it; a&d thus, Jil(e mzny other 
good people, I am vain of being free from 
vanity* 

But all the infkuSions of my amiabTe 
Philofopher have been feafone j with fo miich 
politenefs, or conveyed in fuch ah indirciSl 
mainner, that while 1 had aU the opportu- 
nity of profiting by them, I cbuld hardly 
<cver difcern .that they were intended for ray 
ojfe. — If then your laft letter pleafed me 
jnore than any other, it is becauie I am idre, 
and voluptuous, and take more pleafiir^ in 
j)oetry than in philofophy. 

YfiTthe gcniks •£ MiSToIr Imd fiidk a 
.monil:tur», that be fddi^ai^ wrotepoetsy witbr- 
^^uewfiting philofopby ; attdbeileAdx plural 
y«u hUve foobligiiigty tffa6flat€d,is.ir0t, I fifM^, 
wMioucibmetiiingofit* How besiitifolly does 
Jie bewail the I«ft advantages of frkndibip ! 

To 




To whom; (h&ltl fty hopbs and ftai<» lmp>a«, 
Oriraft the cares andlbities of my 'heart ? 

And ibw truly dto^ feelinfent that man. 

In all the'cbuntVfs ntiffifVefs of Kls WnS, 
Can xarely meet with one congenial mind ^ 

Young as J am, I have 'felt the force of thig 
truth, and have Made many-'mdancholy re- 
4e6liensapon it, after thepainful, ridiculotus^ 
trifling, and inrpertinent vHits I have iesen 
iobliged to pay and receive from the fillierpart 
of my fcx. Horrid tyranny of fafluoa thiat 
;mpofes this upon us! What right can an 
;equalky,or a fuperiority of fortune give one 
j^vomain torob another of her time, {bnfe, and 
•patience ? Tfayfer Sepfii for the eonverfa- 
tion of fools leave a tiiwfture of folly upon 
us, — ^What title has drefe or figure to lay a tax 
YoL. I. I upon 
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upon us for admiration? Do not they who ex- 
pect this, infult our undcrftandmg I And ar^ 
not thofe who pay it, the (laves of folly ? O 
that the (hackles ef cuftom were once broken, 
and that we might chufc our fociety out of 
either fex without cenfure or inconvenience 1 

Just before I received your lettef*, I was 
delivered from the moft defpicable and iin- 
pertinent fet of vilitors that ever difgraced 
the name of good company. — To me fuch 
vifits are always vidtations. — To the above-^ 
mentioned deliverance, you may,, if you 
pleafc, impute fome degree of that extraordi* 
narypleafure I afcnbed to the perufal of your 
letter. — This I fay, left I (hould contribute 
to make you, what you have fo often made 
me, vain ; and thus, at Icaft, you muft ac- 
knowledge, that I outdo you in gcnerofity. 

I Allff 
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I am not difpleafed with your obfervation^ 
that young friendfbips are the mofttender-^-^ 
no doubt they are— foF the friend&ips^ like, 
all other purfuitsand attachments of youth, 
have novelty to reccommend them, paffions to 
enliven, and entbuilafm to cheriih them*-— 
But ah ! my friend ! (for once I will fay, my 
Thbodosius!) when novelty is no more; 
when the paffions fubfide^ and enthufiafin 
vanifheslike a dream; will not the friendihips, 
will not the attachments, that thefe principles 
produced, vanifh with them ? — I will not 
fear it^ though it ihould be true : 



-non e prudenza 



Ma foTlia de mortal! 

L'^arte crudel di prefagirfi i mail. 

One thing, however, I will freely acknow« 
ledge, or rather boaft of, that my friend- 
fhip for TH£0D03iusis, exclufively, founded 

I 2 . OA 
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Off hR:t^in. F6r this reafon, 1 flatter fhjr- 
fdf, thitt it \^ill laft in all its prefent cordi- 
aJity — why fllould it liot ? It has nothing* to 
lofe, when the charm of novelty is loft, — Its 
e^iftence, by no means, depends upon the 
pafiidns ^ it has, therefore, nothing to apprc- 
heiid when they lafiguifh, or decline. — ^It dfe- 
rives riot its fupporrfrom enthufiafm, and, 
cdnfequently, cannot fuffer^ when e^bufiaftn 
dies away. 



While thus I comfort, I hopfe i db hot 
deceive myfelf. — But, fhould even that bfe the 
cafe, let your fagacity for once give way to 
your compaffion, and do not undeceive me, — 
This is, perhaps, the only inftance in which 
I could be fatisfied with' myfelf for declining 
the Hepdrt of truth. 

Observe, however, that I expert you 
9^'ill, with the utmoft candour and ingenuity, 

, refolvc 



refolve fotne parts of mjr doubts, and tell me 
freely, whether thofe young friendfhips which 
are heightened by npveUy, by the paffions 
and enthuHaixn, will not inevitably perifh 
with thofe itburces that fupport them. 

You fee I have been at pains to induce you 
to declare your fcntiments on this fubjeft j 
fince I (lave removed the principal obje<ftioa 
that might have occurred to you, by declar* 
ing, that iny friendfhip for you cannot bei 
sfFedled by the argument. 

* 

Adieu! 

Constantsa; 
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LETTER XIV. 

The odosius to Constantia. 

X HOUGH there i« nothing in which 
CoNSTANTiA has not a right to com* 
mand her friend, and though, in every thing, 
it is his pride and pleafure to obey her ; yet 
he will own, that he goes unwillingly about 
the ta(k fhe has appointed him.— 

Ah ! my dear, my amiable moralift ! It is 
frequently the happinefs of man to fliut his 
eyes againft the infirmities of liis nature !— 
In thofe circumftances, where the knowledge 
of his weaknefs cannot fave him from fome 
real evil, that knowledgeisof lefs value than 
ignorance. 

Thb 



s 
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'The benevolent purpoTes of Providence, 
have concealed the future from us, that we 
may not be interrupted in the enjoyment of 
the prefentj and it is, in many cafes, necef- 
fary to our happinnefs, that we ihould imitate 
this oeconomy of the Supreme Wifdom, and 
embrace thofc innocent pleafures^ which the 
feveral periods of life may afford us, without 
enquiring too officioufly into their caufes or 
events, and without being too folicitous about 
their duration.. 

Many, poiEbly, of our pleafures, many, 
I am fure, of our amufements, fpring from* 
fiich fources, as, ypon enquiry, would be 
found todo little honour t6 a creature diftin-^ 
guiflied by reafon. Their tendency, at the 
fame time, is frequently as infignificant as 
their caufe, and both are unworthy of a fc-^; 
rious enquiry. 

I 4 , There 



r 120 ] 

HEiVE arv^ indeed, enjoyments' oi a. 
;r nature that may better de&rve cpp 
lion ; and yet, to enquiie into the pro- 
itv of Ibetc dur;Wion, might contribute 
litde to our happtqds. — 

iCH, in particul&r, are th& connei^Lons 
iendlhip.— Thefe are the property of 
and mufl, therefore be frail, change- 
ajid uncertain like himJelf. It t»,uft> 
quently, be for his cafe to ijt down un- 
hcnfire to enjoy them, without medi- 
; on aiU ^ podlible variety of evils, to. 
h they muA be ea:J»ofed, from a chaage 
itiments and inclinations, and from the 
it eontiogcacies of chancg and time. 

is into the fate of young friendihips, my 
TANTIA, that you would lead my en- 
:s. Thefe, indeed, are not the leaft 
rthy of our attention ; for youth is the 
' icafon ■ 



fe^fon both, of friendfhip and of virtue,«^-If td 
^ difpofition naturally npt unfociabIe,.wehav9 
-add^d the advaatages of a lib^^ali educatioo^ 
we come into the buHnefs aind foci^ty of life, 
jn genera], better and happier creatures tham 
we >re when we leave it, 

♦ 
We ftep mto the world with libcratl fen^J- 

ments and benevolent affeiSions, but the ej^* 

perimental knowledge of men contracts the 

.former ami ftarves the latter.— rinfom.uch that 

he muft be poflefled of a difpofuion rxjorc 

^han ordioarilyhumane^Virhodoes not in feme 

degree become a mifanthropift before he dies* 

—I may go further, and add, that he muft • 

have uncommon virtue and greatnefs of 

mind, who, with unblemifhed manners, ^d 

uncontradled fcntlments, can fail with fuch^ 

a corrupted crew down thecurxcct of life. 



Man 
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Man is, in fpite of all his rcalbn, "an irni* 
tative creature, and what he has been long 
accuftomed.to obferve in others, he will, 
with difficulty, forbear to admit in himlelf. 
By habit we may bring ourfelves to behold 
deformity without difguft, and by being leng 
cenverfant yi fcenes of enmity and infmce- 
rlty, the love of truth and humankind 
will infenfibly decay. 

' As ybuth, therefore, is the feafon of fm- 
terity and benevolence, it muft, ofconfe- 
quence, be the moft promifing feafon of 
friendfliip ; for thoie virtues are its bcft and 
iurcft foundation. 

We. love a benevolent man fpr our own 
fakes, and a fincere man for the fake of his 
fincerity. — Efteem for ever attends the union 
of thefe \ — that eftecm which my Const an- 

' TIA. 
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TiA has done me the Jionour to acknowledge 
as the fource of her friendfhip ! 

T*HUs, my fail Cafuift, you fee we have a 

fuflSiclent foundation whereion to errefi an 
early friendlhip, cxclufivc of Nweltjj the 
TaJJtonSy and Enthujiajm j and we may juftly 
conclude, therefore, that fuch a fricndOiip 
may exift, though all fuch auxiliaries ihould 
Tanifh or decay; 

Yet while thefe laft, they undoubtedly 
yield us a more high-fet pleafure, as well in 
friendfhip, as in every other enjoyment. 

Nevertheless I know not whether much 
ought to be afcribed to Novelty, which, in 
the cup of friendfhip, is, certainly, the very 
worft ingredient. — PoiSbly it may, for a 
while, give a poignancy to the tafte, but the 

mellowing 
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Tncllowlng foyier of Time produces a nwclj 
'"better and m^re agreeable flavour. 

The prevalence andaxEtlvity of the palEons, 
ic^ep up th^t lively zeft, and ardour ofa^ 
fc£lion, which add to the readihefs of con- 
iid^nce, and are productive of a thoufand 
agreeable fenfations. 

Enthusiasm has an effeft on friendfliip 
rproportionable to its influence on Love, — 
It heightens it with thje glowing fentimcnts 
•'^of imagination, and embellifhes its real ad- 
•vantages.with theyifionary charms of Fancy, 
-and intelledlual Refinement! 

Yet when thefe ihall depart with depart- 
ing youth J while Sincerity and Benevolence 
. remain, Friendfliip fliall remain with them. * 
---A reflexion, which affords me the higheft 

con- 
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confolation ! as I am convinced thaf^in con*^ 
fcquence of thofe principles, CokstantiAil 
cannot ceafe to be the friend of • 



TH£0D08IUa«. 
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LETTER XV. 



CONSTANTIA tO ThEODOSIU*. 



Wi 



Hat a letter ? my friend.— If yott 
have drawn a true pi£l»re of human 
nature, and if the knowledge of the world 
be really attended with theeonfequences yoii 
mention, who would not live in ignorance i" 
—Ah ! Theodosius ! what fears F whatun- 
eajfinefs has your letter'awakcned I — Better, 
indeed, my Philolbpher, had you fufiered me 
to continue in ignorance ! — ^Better, and 
kinder, had you permitted me to enjoy my 
vifionary dream of the duration and improve- 
mcnt of human virtue l^ — Ah 1 too penetrat- 
ing friend 1 — Too ingenious in the difcovefy 
of that weaknefs, it would have been hap- 
pier to hide !— You were fcnfible of this 

truth. 
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truth, and why would yoi* gratify my im>- 
pertinent curiofity, only to make me mifei:- 
able?— To give melancholy and mortify- 
' ing ideas of that life in wliich my lot has 
fallen! 

Yet, fuTely, Theodosius, the fweet af- 
fedipns of Beksvolekce will not wear 
away with youth, — If the commerce of tHe 
world doth not corrupt the heart, furely,.rt 
will ftill ha\re room for fo delightful a gueft.— - 
' I declare, that without one womaniih fear^ 
I would part with my being, rather than hoM 
it on any other terms. 

But what fuperfiuous apprehenflons do I 
entertain ? This dreadful fhipwreck can only 
happen on the tempeftuous ocean of the 
world— my bark, I am determined, {ball not 
be ex^pofed to fuch ruin* — Safely fhall it fteer 

IntQ 
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into fomc qaiet harbour,, and rdt fcctfre froib 

llorrffs and tempcfts. 

Seriously and plainlyy my friend, yoir 
have given me fuch ideas of mixing wkhthe^ 
world, and of the inconveniences which at- 
tend it, that I, who csh boaft iio fuperior 
fortitude, conclude, it muft be my happinefs 
to live in folitary obfcurity, — There I can 
embrace your good prelate's precept,. and liye- 
agreeably to nature^ — Therelfliall be free fropi 
the impertinence of FoHj^, and the ccnfori- 
Gufnefs of Envy. — My precious hours will 
not be facri£ced to triflers ; I ihall emplqgr. 
them in ftudies worthy of a rational creature* 

O Theodosius ! for thofe delightful, mo- 
iments that fhall glide away on the halc^^on- 
wings of Peace and Tranquillity : — for thofe 
dear uninterrupted days of letters and leifure,, 
•when the mind mgy riot in intelledlual fcfti- 

vityj 
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vity ; and free from every low, every vulgar 
and debafmg care, may acquire that dignity 
and knowledge, which fhall properly recom- 
mend it to fome highei ftate of exiftence ! 

What luxury is in the thought I even 
now I anticipate the happinefs I defcribe.-«> 
£yen now, in imagination, I enjoy thofe eafy 
pleafures^ that independence of mind and 
body, which folitude and liberty muftafFord, 
1 lookback on Thbodosius bufUing in the 
world, pity him, pray for him, and tremble 
for his virtue. 

Adieu! Adieu! 

constaktia. 



Vol. I 



I >3^ ] 



LEtTER XVI. 

ThEODOSIUS to CONSTANTIA.' 



f: E 



N JOY diy dctsm^ dear and wmhble 
Entha&ft ! Enjoy diy ynfitaary ktnt ! To 
itnize tUee from thofe ddightful vevems^ io 
break thofe faitcy-finrovibd fha(d)ers, would 
Be cniel^ if not iiBpkms."«*i^udi, Mnd {6 ex- 
pfttfied^ vMeiaj feMmentsi, on peittfing yoilr 
laA dear letten-^Bilt Tcndecnefs muit give 
place to Truth ; — at lead in a circtfoitlance, 
fo important, as that of laying down a plan 
of life; 

TH&lt£ is fctfce any thing in which the 
mind is fo apt to miftake its true intereft, as 
in progeds of future happinefs. — ^It is impof- 
fible to know how we ihall bear thofe fta- 
tions, or circutnftances, which we have only 

con- 
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coBtemplated at an unaflFe&i ng diftanoe ; an4 
yet» with aa afiurance that does moiie honour 
to out courage than our difcretioOj we ven* 
ture to conclude^ that th#re appointmeata^ 
or fchemes of life to which we are porfetSl/ 
ftrangers, would infallibly complete our fe^- 
licitjr, 

Ik the mean time, we never confider, that 
.new ftations^and appointments to whi^h we 
have not been accuftomed, muft neceiTarily 
take us out of our ufual train of fentiments« 
actions, and attentions. This, however, will 
make us uiieaf}^^ Jbr cltsmge, as Numa ob- 
Served, when faewas invited to the kingdom 
of Jlame, is always an evil, and we never 
feel k nioce fehfibly, than in the manac r and 
oecoaomy of life. 

With relpeft to your fcheme of living fc- 
duded from the world, I ihould have con- 

% 2 demned 
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deofined it with the fliort cenfurc of a Tmil#^ 
had I not paid fo much deference to your 
Rcafon arid Judgment^ as to conclude, that 
thofe ought to be appealed to on every argu* 
mentthat might relate to yoiir fentiments 
and refolutions. ^ 

Will my beautiful friend forgive me, 

then, if I fuppofe that Judgment to have been 

^^/i^^'by enthufiafm, when {he concluded 

that, by living alone, (he fhould live agreeably 

to nature? 

I AM feofible. Madam, that by this you 
meant no more than, that fuch a mode of 
life would exempt you from thofe external 
' temptations, ttiofe idle luxuries and follies^ 
which areapt to make us deviate from the 
paths of Truth and Simplicity. — But did you 
confider, that to livt ahne^ is to Vtve contrary 
.to nature? — A ftatc of folitudc, is not the 

natural 
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natural ftate of man. — The arguments 1 
ihould make ufe of to prove this are old and 
obvious. — Tjiat I may belefs unentertaining, 
therefore, while I tpean to fet before you the 
inconveniences attending your fcheme of 
life, I will give^ou a fhort account of a lady 
of my own family, who formed the fame rc- 
folutions, and put them m pra£lice« 

Thus her ftory is related in a manufcript, 
ftill preferved among the family ^papers. 

^^ EuDociA, an only daughter, was bred 
up under the aufpices of Altheria, a lady 
equally diftinguifbed by her piety as a chrif- . 
tian, and her afFe<Stion as a parent. The 
temper and' genius of the daughter were 
naturally warm and Tufceptible : The offices 
and duties of religion had habitually infpired 
her with fuch a zealous and fervent devotion, 
that (he fe^med to have no happinefs, . that 

K 3 ilid^ 
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did not flow from 4hore exercifes and atten- 
tlons which religion required. 

Heii knowledge of books was little, of 
human nature lefs. She had, notwithftand- 
ing, conceived an infinite contempt for that 
world, to which fhe was utterly a ftranger, 
and concluded, that to enter into the intereftir 
and engagements of fociety, would be a vo- 
luntary facrifice to Vice ^d Folly, 

EuppciA was, innatyral good fenfe^ bfsu« 
i^^ apd a fv^eetnefs qf difpofition, eqii^Il^d 
by few women of her time.— Th^fe qualities 
fttgagcd the affeftions of Alpheno^, a gen- 
tlems^i whofe genius and penetration gave 
him a kind of intuitive knowled|;e of tl^ 
humsm heart. 

tiE concluded, that every attempt to iittro* - 
ducc EuDOCiA to the world, or to dtiblHb 

the 



the Cjf ipl life in ^jr ^88^4 9m<>ff W9Vl^ ^ 
vain. He knew that it would be frui^J?^ I 
argue with her on the plcafurcs fee had ne- 
ver known, and the mifertes flie had never 
cxperienced.^He, therefore, did not expa- 
tiate, either on the advantages of focietv, or 
the inconveniences of folitude ; for fuch had' 
been the condition of Eudocia's life, that, 
as yet, fhe was, in a great meafure, a ftranjger 
to both. 

IJvov the death ^f hfr |WPn#, y(W^ 
hdppeped belore fl^e^h^ M^ifl^ bcr^wmyr 
fifth ye^r, her fer(iine .^nd manner ftf JjjSp 
were at hpr own /^fpofA. — -She niow d^^- 
niined to put ip e^9|ip9n fi fchem? wjMch fi^ 
had long medkated.r—It >ifas Co r^tif^, ^t 
littt in^o a conye/i^. A fpirilt of liberty h»d. 
^l.w^y$ fav,ed h^r/rxm that laciifice, howeyer 
induRrioufly folic! ted by tt^9 ^rnifbfif^ ^ 

K 4 the 
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the church, or encouraged by felfi|h re- 
lations. 

She was poiTefTed.ofan eftate, fituated in 
a very retired part of the province of Com-- 
pelgne-, and there it was that ihe had deter- 
mined to live fequeftered from the world, 
with no other fociety than an aged confcflbry 
and neceflfary domeftics — Of the laft ihe 
made a very few, and thofe females, fuf- 
ficient, 

s. 

I 

At this crifisit might have been exptfted, 
that AtlPMENOR would haveufed his utmoft 
addrefs to difluade her from her purpofe.— - 
By no mesiiis,— On the contrary, he encou- 
raged her in her refolution, applauded the 
piety of her purpofe, and expatiated on the 
happinefs of folitery fanftity. He affumed 
not the leaft of the lover's charafter, but that 
ef the religious friend. 

By 
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Bt this means he gained one point, which 
he had ufed all his induftry, all his art to 
obtain. — He had Eudocia's permiffion to 
pay her one vifit a-t the end of three months 
after her retirement y- a favour which was zU 
lowed to none bcfide, either of her friendsj. 
or acquaintance, and \yhich Alphenor him- 
felf, though through the mediation of reli- 
gion> had fcarce addrcfs fufScient to obtain. 



EuDociA' retlFcd,^ — She approached the 
confines of her eftate with raptures, and paid 
a kind of idolatrous worlhip tathc venerable 
groves that furroundcd her habitation^ 



** Hail, ihe cried, ye innocent and happy 
•' forefters ! ye fliall at once be the witnefTes 
** and the guardians of my repofe.— Enjoy 
*' your vegetable exiflencc, fecure from tfa« 

. •* cruelties 



^ crsjclties and the ravages of man ^— I have 
^< 9^ from the evils of fociety, to enjoy 
** peace and innopenire vith you — my unde- 
*< figning friends! myblaine]ef$co9)panion$! 
*' often ihall I aiTociate with you, and re- 
*' pofe under the kind protection of your 
•«qiadc.'\ 

With the (ame kind of enthufiaftic plea- 
fure {he walked through thefeveral apart- 
ments of her houfe, confecrating each with 
a kind of petitionary ejaculation* 

For the iirft week of her retirement, (he 
found fuiEcient employment in the oeco- 
nomy of her family, and the diftribution 
of their feveral offices to her domeftics. — 
The fecond flie devoted wholly to religious 
exercifes and the raptures of devotion. 



I HAVR^ 
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I HAYE heui iiilemipted,and you will not 
at prrieAt be troubled with any further 2C« 
count pf my pious anccAor. 

Adieu \ 



Thboooiivs* 



r 140- 3 



£ E T T E R XVIIl 

' • . ■ * 

ThEODOSIUS^ to CoNSTANTiA. 

• * * BUT whatever is rapturous can- 
not lad long: Thofeiexercifes that lift the 
mind above its ufual pitch, if too frequently,. 
or too long indulged, will, at length, either 
totally deftroy it, or deprive it of that fobriety, . 
which is neceflary for the prefervation of its- 
due poife* \ 

Nature feems,. in kindnefs,. to have 
guarded us againft the inconveniences that' 
might arife from hence, by fliortening the in- 
fluenceof joy, by inclining us to variety, and 
by giving the property, cither of indifference, 
or difguft to every obje<£t, that has been too 
long, or too affiduoufly purfued, with what- 
ever 
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ever avidity it might have been embraced at 
firft. 

* 

That little fociety to which Eudocia 
had hitherto been aecultomcd, was a neceflary 
relief from the affiduities of religious ftudies 
and exercifes ; and, far from being any pre« 
judice, was, in reality, favourable to the intc- 
refts of religion. — It is certain, however, that 
fhe was of a different opinion, upon her firft 
feclufion from the world ; but many weeks 
had not paffed, before ihe felt the inconve- 
niences of her miilake, if (he was unwilling 
to perceive the miftake itfelf, 

Thb exercifes of devotion, by being too 

• frequently repeated, became languid andun- 

aiie£tiog : Her mind, having been accuftomed 

.to communication, ihrunk under the weight 

of its ownfentiments^ and every fucceeding 

day 



day approached lefs welcome, and more feared 
than the foriser* 

What fiioidd ibe do ? Should fb« jremm 
to that woFld ihc had forfiiken and defpifed I 
But a fenfc of ihame and pride rofe in op«- 
pofition to that tfaoii^ht, «nd ftrangled it iii' 
its birdK 

In this diflatisfied and dejeAed flate^ ihc 
recoIle£led the appointment of Ajlpkenor's 
vifit— with joy fhe^recoljeded it, and re* 
membered with a blufli, the difficulties flit 
had ftarted agaiaft it. 

*.< HoWy(aid (he,fiiall I conceal thatplea- 
<* fure which I cannot but feel at the fight 
<^ of Ai.i*A£KDR ? If I exprefs my peal fenti* 
*< ments, he will hakve reafon to diink bit' 
** pitfence of fotnc «)nf€quencc to «fty |»aj>*- 
•• piflcTs 5 andif I receive his vifit witfoan in- 

'' difference 
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*^ difierence equal to that with which I re- 
^*ceived thepropofal of it, I fliall do vid- 
*• lenxre io that candour arid linccri ty of heart, 
*' Whid*! cannot bear even the fhadow of dif- 
** emulation. — In th^ former cafe, I fliotrld 
•* al{^pear a Weak and unfteldy creaturfe io 
<< AtPHfiKoR.-^In ^ latter, I fhottlii be* 
" come infupportable to ittyfetf.'' 

While fhe was thus medltatinig, in what 
manner fhe fhould receive her ^friend, the 
time appointed for his vifit was at hand.— * 
But Alphenor did not appear — Mafter of 
every key to the human h^art, he knew that 
if, by delaying his vifit to EuEi^ociA, he gave 
it the appearance of uncertainty, that un« 
certainty would probably create an anxiety 
on her part, which might not ht unfavour- 
able to his defign. 

This 
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'This had the defined efFeft: Day after 
•day pafled away in the fame folitary languor, 
and EuDOCiA concluded, that the many oh- 
jeftions fhe had made to Alphenor's vifit 
h^d determined him at laft, to think of it no 
more. — This reflection made her miferabic, 
and flie now Wifbed for nothing fo ardently, 
as that the prefence of her friend would prove 
thofe apprehenfions vain. 

At length he came. — A tear fell from the 
-eye of EaDocM, when flie received him; 
he obferved it, and knew that he had now 
nothing more to do, than to reconcile her to 
herfelf, and to enable her to acknowledge her 
.miflake without jQiame or confufion. 

Those wants that invention or eloquence 
xould fupply never diftrefled him Icfng. 

" I HOPE, 
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^' I HOPE, Madam, faid he, that a life 

** of folitude has been more comfortable to 

« 

" you than it hks been to me." — -^^ How, 
*' cried EuDOCiA, has Alphenor been a 
« Solitaire ?'' 

" Such, Madam, I have been ever fmce t 
•' loft the happinefs of Eudocia's converfa- 
** tion. — It was always my ambition toimi- 
*' tate her.— Shall fh^, faid I, (hall a woman 
. ** have fortitude to forfake the world, and re- 
** tire to folitude, to pradifc the fublime du- 
** ties ot religion ; and fhall I not profit by 
** the examples of that virtue I cannot but 
*^ praife ? — But alas, Madam ! alas, Eudo- 
'* CIA ! fhall I eonfefs to you——" 

" What would Alphenor eonfefs?" 

** That either the mlferies and the incon- 

^^ veniences of abfolute folitude muft be very 

''great, or that I muft have an uncommon 

Vol. I. L *' ^^'^ 
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** and lifgra/cef ul we^kiiefs of mini ; for the 
^ eimel have thus de^ioted, 1 4iave not fpent 
** in ha]>pine&, but in languor aod difcgn* 
*' tent." 

EuDOCiA (hed another tear. 

^'HowJcind, ffu4 AjUPH^Noii^thus topity 
** the imbappineft of your friend !*' 

. ^* i cAKifoT, refJIed Eitdocia, accept of 
. •* a oDmplioient I do not deferve. The tear 
^^ you ob&rved had fomething {elfHh in it. — 
*^ .Alphiekok. can have no weakneis, that is 
''^ not the weaknefs of human nature ; and, 
'^^ could it be any fatisiiadlion to him to know, 
'^ that his friend has been as miferable in a 
*' ftate of folitude as himfelfj his own inge- 
•* nuouS' confeffion might countenance hqr 
<* in aotofiwJkdginjg it." 

For 
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For a woman of my Constantia's pe- 
netration, it would be needlefs to tranfcribe 
any more of the above narrative ; and it will 
be fufficient to inform her, that from tbe 
union of Alphenor and Eudocia, in a 
diftant defcent, came 

TH£0D08ItrS« 
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LETTER XVIII. 



CONSTANTIA to ThEODOSIUS. 



Oh 



! Theodofius ! — my guide * — my 
friend !— -my inftrucSor ! alas ! — no more ! — 

The tear fwims in my eye-^ — my heart 
fwells ; and my hand trembles while I tell 
you, that you are — baniflied for ever from 
^his place, and that I am forbjdden to fee you^ 
pr hear from you more. 

What, what fhall I do? nothing ever 
can repair this cruel lofs— the lofs of a wife, 
a learned, and a virtuous friend I What has 
the world of equal worth ! — Deprived, for 
pyer deprived of that prefence, which enliven- 
ed 
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cd with invariable cheerfulnefs and fcRfibi- 
lity ! — of that con verfation which never failed 
to make the mind richer, the heart happier — 
and (O cruel extenfion of refentment !) of 
that precious^ that inftrudlive corrcfpondence, 
which, as it afforded me the bcft means of. 
cultivating and improving my mind, ought to 
h^ve been cohfidcred with gratitude by the 
yery perfon who has forbidden it. 

But of whom, or of what do I prefume to 
complain ? Duty reftrains the remonflrances 
of grief and the expoftulatiens of forrow. — 
You are not now ignorant, that the quarrel 
you dreaded, has a£^ually happened, with the 
bittereil recriminations. 

Then, farewell, my beft, and moft valu- 
able friend ! — for ever to be remembered !— 
for ever to be regretted !-— Accept of all I 

can 
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can return for your invariable, ybiir induf- 
trioiis klridnefs ! — Moft refpefled of men !— 
moft ^fieemed of friends ? — Accept the grati- 
tude of a tear, ana think of 

CoNtTAiirrX. 



J 



[ ISO 



LETTER XIX. 
Tp Theodosius. 

f 

From an unknown hand. 

4- H E wviter x>f thi^ letter is not a ftranger 
to the mutual fegard of Theqposius and 

CoN^TANTiA. From fure authority he 

knows, tb»t tlie hiind of that lady is, by the 

appointment of her father, in which, it 
feems, ihe has acquiefced, within two days 
to be given to another, Theodofius will 
niake what ufe he thinks proper of this infor- 
mation, and conclude that he receives it 
from 

A Frienp, 



[ 152 } 

t 

LETTER XX*. 

t 

ThEODOSIUS to COMSTANTIA.. . 

4 I 

X HE thought of my C o n s ta ni.t ia,« 
which has for fome time been my only hap- 
pinefs, is now become a greater torment to 
me than I am able to bear. — Muft I then 
live to fee you another's ? — Death • is in the 
thought ; and, indeed', life itfelf 'is now be- 
come a burthen to me. — May you long be 
happy in the world, but forget that there was 
ever fuch a man in it as 

Theodosius, . 

* T/jis letter, ijuhichy ivitijome little 'variations, , 
is recorded hy the Spe^atoTy No, 164, concludes the 
Cotrejpondence pfTheodofius and Ccnfiantia^ from 
their jirft acquaintance to the departure of The- 

odcfiiiS, 
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